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Beirut, mau, Jedda, den, British Consul, 
Aleppos 
DACIDENT REPORT APRIL 1yth. 
(2) im early hours of the morning armed Jews attacked -rab Sug 
arca Of TIBERIAS. Attack was covered heary morter snd 
fire. Three houses k were b up. Casualties 


machinegun 
wos 1 srsb killed md 1 wounded; 1 Jew believed wounded. 
——— eee Militery are picketing 


(2) During the morning armed robs held up two amy vehicles ani 
stole  sten guns, a rifle and some awnmition. One British 
soldier w ho resisted wos shot and seriously wounded, 

(3) Latest casualty figures in : \IKN JARRaM Aneident (ese my 
Selggee Gre See Joes Killed 21 wounded British soldiers 
2 2 womded emi 1 British police officer wounied. 


(4) aed services state 12 .pubs were killed «nd 15 w wided in 
MISHMAR HA'KMEK area on April 13th. 


(5) Cesualties in other incidents:- 
ipebe 3 killed 7 wounded. a 
Jews 4 wounded. 


OHS nenas 
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os 725/2 


me | Seeretazy of state, 
Atl i. 


16.4248. at 2000 hre. ~ 


Wo. 1016 IMMEDIATE. 


Repeated to ‘ashington No. 267, UKUEL No. 1058 
Demascas No. 1059 aving: wait ( pass 
Ambassador, C-in-C), rut, Amman, Jedda, den, 
British Consul Aleppo. 

LICIDENT RSPORT APRIL 15th. 

(1) During the morning Jews in YuMEN MOSH’ Quarter of Jerusalem 

fired on a Greek Consulate car, No damage or casualties. 


(2) During the morning two armoured troll cont 6 British 

rs on railway patrol were blown up ween RSHOVOTH and 
YISNA. 3 soldiers were killed, one seriously and two slightly 
wounded. 





(3) During the afternoon in H.IFA unknown persons believed Arabs 
shunted an o1l1 tank railway wagon into siding of a Jewish owned 
flour mill. Jewish suspicious were aroused and alarm was given. 
After 15 minutes the wagon blew up causing demage estimated 
between twenty and thirty thousand pounds, Two Jews were 

a ee in the explosion. Following this incident 

r out in the town between Arabs and Jews. No casualties 
re 

(4) baring evening April 1th four 011 trucks proc by road 
towards Jerusalem were fired upon by Jews near Vk YA'ACOV. The 
driver of the iast vehicle was killed and his mate wounded, The 
vehicle containing kerosene and boenzine was set alight and 
completely destroyed. 


(5) A military convoy proceeding from Jerusalem to RAYA was fired 
upon by Arabs near Gaza, One iritish and one Mauritian soldier 
were wounded. 


(6) In the incidents following casualties cecurred 
British 2 wounded 


.rabs killed 
wounded 
Jews 9 wounded. 


(llr. Hone) 17/4/48 


4 CE No 


8 


ue 


fritid eee Ng wh iba us sii 





4% 


- aes ; pod / 


1704048 wt 


N@elilBe ibs sinus 


Gpeated to eshington /we86B, -4 14 HOel Gl, 


weVing i «@ 


Vie 


sin ROTA 


ie i oe 


1S” bree 





it webGthe 
4H (-lesee pese te sebesesdor, --i -.j,  airut, 


omen, Jada, ade, vritish vone@al .lepyee 


isin Bos Sai ix Ai ese a ibe 


44) in early houre oF (he goreiny appremivetely HA «ene w. tecicd 
os@ls areb Viile.e Jerupeiom -ietriet end ater demolishing 


25 hOusea, & GOsque end » echool, vithdrewe ‘tree «rob 


woes 
vther 


aye? vetween 76 ad 8 wore Killeé in he sitecke 


aPreb ond Jeviah cesualtics ere Hot known, «4 tui reted 


srmoured cer Of sercle type wee vee@ in the siteaks 


\ 4 aria, 


ibe efternecn armed cews vorgéerneé@ ih» © + niivey 
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(3%) Seeuine gun «mé morter ‘ire contieucc thr@ughont ihe Gay in 
dnivtie it hee net been possi.le t6 obtain deisils of -reb 
na@ J@wish sesusl ties. 


(4) -erieg aitermeon sear lek ditid Wiislage Gene district dewe ir 


arwoured cars eatecked occupests ff an sreb track, kiiling 
1G cmt wounding @ .rebs@e 
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AF COLELTSG hGeVS1; e@aly intelligence 
ap réecletioa.s 


#0 repiy hes e@ fer been reoeived Trem the . 
orev higher .@umittee to my cesse fire apiesl. sii the sembere 
of this oody ere ucw cutelide raleatice €acept Aimed Lilmi eehe, 
whe ie e@ cypher. ‘the bi‘ tervess Peavlting frem the ‘eir ieesin 
eeessere Bas produced ea gteouprere in vkic.. loeai srebs ere 
little iselineé to esll off hostilities. .ertesinly ihere ses oeer 
Be iséication of e slackenin,; Of tempo. 


ie Aer ere suguries eny better fcr e eeptence 
cr the cegurity -Owweil’s truce plen. ‘he Jows ere epperently 
Getermmised to ineist om ihe eithdrewel of the foreign elacete 
of the Liberetion aray; « covdition whieh it is impossivle thet 
the .rebe should seeept. ‘he reve fo: their pert ere eet on 
@ceering thet the truce shell decisively weeken the Hegene; «@ 
eoneltion cbvieusiy ane ceptadle to the Jews, either cide 
believes thet the .ecarity -cuncil pessesves either the #111 

or the sbility te impose a truce ca either or both ef the 

eon testentas i 


de Kdle there sre sume indications thst the 
ated eteltee sre resdy to consider » trusteesnip om certain teras 
it le etrikiog tast the arabe of velestine, If one aay utge 
fros their prese ead from contects «ith individuslse, sre 
vehemeutly opposed to even # tetporsry ecluticon on these iines. 
‘he pr@ee hes repestegly serned that & trusteeship would ve 
weerely anciher asndste, involvis,; eontiauation of fereign rule 
for em icéefinite perieé, saé serving only on a cloek for further 
lesist penetretions The ecgseetion thet during the trasteeshi: 
taba ond Jews ohO 16 enjoy « eiée degree of eutonomy ia con- 
strued em c Gevies te effect the partition of relestize usier 

the cover of oa Linternstioss] sethority. “evertheless if the 
res Lesgue vere te eucept « irasteeship it is likely thet the 
s0cel reve would sequlescee 


4e Apest from [HU end, if 26 wor report con se 
belleved, Aliyeh “edschs, there sppecra to ve ne element cf the 
Yishew (outeide the Orthedes Jews of Jeragsles}) prepsred to 
sensicer the ides ef 6 trusteeship. ‘Yen the United Lebour . arty, 
(ene of whese sein constitucst elesents, ‘eshower “etzsir, ves 
only terdily coaverted to the Jewish etete while the other, 

aehdut Avode, hed never pleced the Jewish etete iv the farepe:t 
of ite progreese), ia st one vith sepel ond the Sevisicnists in 


£ 


pail Sanwa 


Cet 


- ‘ - 
rejecting eny postpomeecnat of complete Jewish independence, 


Be Un 12 april, following s meeting in Tel aviv, the 
General sioniet Council enneanced that it hed been decided to 

set up sa orgen of supreme suthority of Jewish sstionel indepes- 
éenee in Pelestine. “ith the terminetion ef the Mendstory rule, 
the resOlution coutinued, the Goverament of the Jewish estate shell 
come into oeing. the reesclution wes renerkeble for the owission 
ef eny reference whetecever to the resOlution of the U.Ne sesembly 
of 29 Hevember. 


Ge it is reported in the press thet the - roviaionsl 
Council will congist of ten NAVAL, six Generel cionists, five 
Misrehi snd Hapoel Misrehi, five United Levour Party; three 
.gu@eth Lereel ond aguésth Iereel -orkere; three sevisionists; 
one 4120; one Aliye liséeshsh, one Yemenite; one sepherdi, ond 
one Communist. This composition would provide an spprexiaste 
equality of Aight ané Left representetion. ‘sues of ministers, 
es currently rwecured sre wach es forecsest. 


Te the week hes been signalized oy sowe of the worst 
etroeities of the shole asadstory period. ihe Gissident st teck 
on Leir Yesein, criefly mentioned in ay telegrem under reference, 
which caused some 260 deeths of Arab acn, somen end children, 

wee ececapenied by every circumstence of savagery. “ouen ond 
chiléren vere stripped, lined up, photographed end then slaughtered 
by eutomatic fire; end survivors heve told of other eves more 
ineredible bestislitiese. Those prisoners who vere teken vere 
treetedé with Gegreding brutelity. ven the strong stomsch of the 
Yisiev hes suffered some guslms; end though the Negeneh is ansvle 
to deny that it geve covering fire to the dissidents, the setion 
ae 6 whole has been condemned by the Jevish press end Gencounced 
by the Chief Rebbiaste. Owing to ether preceeupetionsa the 
security forees were unsble to ect before Yedmesday, for which 
day en sir-strike on beir Yessin wes errenged ond eircreft hed 
been brought from Ireg for this purpose. Lut on iveaday it 
beceme epparent thet the Hegeaneh hed tsken over the villege from 
the dissigents, end the operetion vas therefore suspendéed. 


8. The arebs took » pertial revenge oo 15 april shen 
they smbuehed « Jewieh hospitel convoy pessing through the “heikh 
Jsrreh querter of Jerusslea, killing eud wounding over GO persone. 
4@® @ result of this the Hsdasesh Hospitesel will now be evscusted 
ead further gilitery sssistence hes been sGught for this. 


9. the arebs heve not been eleow in contresting the 
aray’s ection egsingt them in this incident with the sbsence of 
ib tish intervention efter the Jewieh stteck on Deir isesin; «nd 
while -reb bitterness is neturelly directed wsinly egeinst the 
Jews, some deterioration of areb-british relations hes else been 
noticeable. 


lve Hostilities between the eh end the arabs 

slong the eastern sector of the Jerusel effe reeé have continued, 
generally to the edvaentege of the Jews, who heve brought through 

& lerge convoys loeded principslly with food from Tel Aviv 

during the week. The ared village of qolensiys 


ese/ 


1 SO Late cw. 


¢ 


¥3r 


wes Ocoupicd end largely destroyed, end the Jews have occupied 
SAK1L8, 88 @ result of which the Arebd steff of the Jerusslea weter 
supply pumping atetion there heve left snd the weter supply ie 
Once more Out -f setion. 


il. At Miehmer He'imek the Hegensh is reported by «rab 
sOurces to have gone over to the offensive, pushing beck the 
Liberation aray, Oseupying s few sueil Arebd Villeges ond 
(eceeording to their ova elgizs) cepturing sowe “heavy equipment”. 
Bet om 15 “pril Misheer He’ ieek eppesleé to the aray for protec- 
ties sgsinst Arebd sttsakes. 


12. There sppeer to heve been sowe further iafilire- 
tiene of elements of the Liberetion aray during the lsst week 
in Zerch, one into Jemerie ond one into Galilee. An igyptien 
eontingent some 150 strong is dDelieved to have cate Geze 
last week. The totel nusber of foreign volunteers ie aow 
Pleced st 7 = 6,000, 


1S. according to prese reports « sew and substantial 
cestingent of the Liberation aray, which has just oe Bas 
training end contsins meny ex TedeFc}’'s pe shortly 
enter end teke up its stetion in centrel Palestine (Jerusslem 
ond Lyéée districts). The prejecteé orgenizetion of the Arab 
forees, it is seid, will be « eteéd when the Egyptien force 
enters the Geze-Beershebde district efter 16 May. 


14. The Internetionel ied uross propose to teke over 
ené eontrol ss neutrel cones certein seress of Jerusclem 
inclaéing Government House ené King Pevid Hotel efter 15 Kay. 


15. On 12 April ared employees of the ..ieL. went on 
strixe. the sctuel ceuse of dispute wes 2 demoné that workers 
aneble to reeseh their pisce of employment owing to the security 
situation should ve peid end thet a ilsbourreree of 600 should 
be quertered on the site. Following shots fired st Arab 
employees oo the 9th April s fresh and wes reised thet the 
Compeny should psy compensetion for workers killed or in, ured 
on the wey to end from work. Hone of ends was 

the compeny prepered to eccept. The precess hese 

been brought to a stendstill ond prospects of « settlement ere 
not bright. ‘he strike continues, 
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(1) A Sritish omy officer and en red were 
abdueted by Jews in Jerusclem et noone The British officer 
woes held for three sours sni then released unharmed. The 
-rebv Ane still dDeing det. ined. 


(3) in other incidenta casuelties were 


robe 1 killed 
5S wounded 
Jews 1 killed 
23 wounded 
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‘i 
Repeated to H.M.A. ‘ASHINOTON No. 876 (washington please 
pess to UKDEL NWo.ll04). 


Repeated Beirut "0.1108, pamescus 0.1105, Baghded No.358, 
Seving: amean No... Jedéa No.S2 MiMIN Cairo no.53, 
(please puss to Amb.) 


I think you should know thet on 15th April BMILE 
GHOURY stuted to an tericer of this cone te that in view of 
the general reb demoralisation in PALKSTINE, ané of ae eee 
following .reb reverses on the JAFFA road and elsewhere he Jews 
might oceupy the RAMALLAH erea en@ JERUSALEM acu a com 
necessary to restore public comfidence immediately. 


fo this end he anGé others were considering peereens 
the MUFTI to return to PALESTINE mow repest now. Plan would be 
to keep him in heart of ,rab territory somewhere on HAGLUS — 
RAMALLAH boundary. ‘They wished to ascertain what eae te 
Govermacnt's attitude towerds this proposal. 


Be Proposal is of course not repeat not ecceptable. 

Apart from the tremendous Jewish reaction which would be provoked 
both heve end in .merica by MUFTI's arrival in country before 
termination of Mandate, we should be ph ace@ in « very awkward 
position by our duty to apprehend him as a prescribed person, and 
the difficulty of doing so. 


3. It is of course also probable that strong Jewish 
reaction locally would operate to the great harz of the jrabse in 
their present disorganized state. 


Xoo geting Goes to be aeons ee — 
the proposed Niels 4 as repest not at present advisab. 


Be t report indicates thet muUrTI is shortly to 
Visit AMMAN Se aaa confer with KING ABDULLAH. 


(ur. Pox-c trangways). 
21.4048. 
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IMMEDIATE. 
Following received from Haifa telegram unnumbered of April 23rd Begin 
SECRET. 

From MARRIOT, 

My telegram No.201705B. 


After consultation with General Officer Commnding Palestine, 
General STOCKWELL adopted choice B as it was and warned both the 
Jews and the Arabs early on April 21st, thet clashes which had been 
occurring frequently during the past fortni, must cease if peace 
and order were to be maintained in Haifa, (1) He(1) placed himself 
at the disposal of both communities to assist that maintenance and 
disclosed his intention to secure routes and areas necessary for the 
evacuation, He warned them that he would take measures necessary to 
ensure no (repeat no) interference with them or with the public 
services. 


2, Fighting increased in Haifa through April 21st and became inten- 
sified during the night of April 2lst/April 22nd, Early on April 
22nd the Arabs approached General Stockwell with a view to his 
arranging a truce, The discussion occupied the day until 20 hours 
when the Arabs refused the terms demanded by the Jews, These ere 
contained in my immediately following telegram, 


3. We regarded the terms of the truce as actually reasonable and 
that they were obviously(1) due to re eRras ior, which General 
Stockwell acted on recei the Arab "at 17 hours the loca! 
HAGANAH received instructions from TEL AVIV to impose terms which 
could certainly not (repeat not) have been countenanced by us(1) and 
would almost certainly not (repeat not) have been accepted by 

Arabs in spite of the massacre of which meetAhg) Devet2) feli~ 
owed the rejection, The local Haganah ever kept ir word given 
to the General in the morning and arn to their terms as modified by 


him, 


Them 


h/eooe2 


W357. DINGO, SOM. oct sort 14h, 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 
= 2 
Clear 
From :— i ee 
Despatched Received 





4.¢(1) At 17.30 hours the Arabs asked for an adjournment so that they 
might consult the other leaders of their commnity, At 19(1)30 hours 
they informed us and the Haganah that they could not sign the terms 
of the truce as they could not guarantee to implement them, They how, 
ever said that they would with General Stockwell's assistance and 
under his protection evacuate the Arab population of HAM10A? oztua(}) 
and egreed that the General seize all arms in Arab possession and take 
into custody(1) 211 Europeans who (has been - Sic ? have been) fightin 
on the Arab side, The Haganah accepted this, No document was signed 
but verbal assurances were exchanged that all fighting should cease(TW 
forthwith, : 


5. Casualties during the past 48 hours (has been = Sic) 2 British 
killed and a dozen wounded 15 or 20 Jews killed and 30 or 40 wounded 
50 to 100 Arabs killed(1) and 100 to 200 wounded, 


6. I consider the facts that both the Arab fighting leaders have 
left Haifa that there is in effect a truce which should last until 
May 15th unless foreign Arabs are able to stir up more trouble by 
penetrating the Arab(1) ring at present round Haifa and the moderation 
of the Jews after victory with the approach to him by the Arabs in 
defeat are evidence(1) of the respect in which General Stockwell is 
held by both sides, The peace which reigns for the moment appears to 
me to show the wisdom of his adopting choice B and the opinion is 
widely held, provided that the next few hours are quiet a large 
number of Arabs will remain in Beifa(1) to fallow their peaccfub. 
pursuits, This is held back by the Haganeh and Haifa Arabs alike if 
not by (gpeundec,.) Arabs impression outside, I must however add “that 
there is every sign that with the termination of the mandate and still 
more with the evacuation of the Army complete, fighting will break . 
out again, I should(1) like to hope that the (gp,undec, federation 
Sic) shown by the Jews here will be imitated by the Arabs in places 
where they have been victorious but I fear that the recent victory. 
here mey inspire new Arab assaults where they are surer of BEEENEAXY 


successes 
Cedro please pass to B.M.E.0, 8 my telegram N0.3322l+0 


aS 


for 


BRITISH AMBASLY, 
CALKO, 


A7th april, Liace 


with reference to my despetch ''o. 177 of 7th spril 
regeréing the infiltrstion of Areb bands into Pelestine, | 
heve the honour to report that I took the opportunity of a 
visit to the sgyptien “inister of Foreign (ffeirs on April 
llth to meke « reference to the note I hed recently sddressed 
to him on thet subject and reinforced orally the represent- 


etions mede in thet note (see my despeten No. 177 of 7th April). 


I perticulerly unéerlined the point thet s show of 6 sense of 
responsibility (or the reverse) by the jrebs in this respect 
would heve en importent influence on the seeurity Council 
end the Speciel /ssembly of United Netions orgenisetion. 

Hie Sxcellency seid thet note hed been teken of our represent- 
etions end the metter would be up for discussion in the 
Politics] Committee of the /reb Lesgue now in session. it 
wee, however, 6 very Gifficult metter, “iret of ell, itv 

wes physicelly difficult to stop these bends getting to 
Pelestine; secondly they had seted, in his view, 68 ® 
useful sefety vélve for the excitement whieh hed been cavecd 
by the decision on pertition; thirdly, the situetion of the 
érebs in Pelestine wes reslly slmost desperste, herees the 
Jews were highly treined, highly orgeniaed end disciplined 
6nd equipped with homogeneous wer meteriel of every kind anda 
the letest pette-n, the Aérebe were in fer different cease, 
Their erus were ofevery sexe, collected from here, there enc 
everywhere, ‘They sere of limiteé neture 6nd included very 
little hesvy meteriel, end no seroplenes, (wheress the Jews 
hed twenty-five seroplenes). They hed herdly any swaunitioa, 
6nd when the iritieh hendec over ihe .sncete ena the troops 
withdrew, the arsbs fecec cauplete v#ssecre ot the Kens of 
the Jews. 1 expressed increvulity over the cegree of Lue 
equality between Arséds eng Jews which he hed ceseriped, but 
he reessserted the truth of whet he het seid. ‘ie told «e 
thet the Americen /mbessedor hed esked him the day bertore 
whet he thought of the eugrestion for trusteesnip, heshebs 
Feshs seid thet he hed replied thet he thought it might be 
ell right if it wes given to tne British to sdminister. They 
hed experience of the country end heG gone into the problem, 
ete. ete. | reminded Kheshebe Peshe of the definite decision 
of is “sjesty's Government to withdrew. He seid thet, eles, 
he knew this but wished they would rempin, snd suggested thet 
it wes their duty to do Bo, since they were originelly 
responsible for the problem. I told hin thet the British 
public would never egree to this, end to seeing their men 
murdered end homiliated, while no sort of nelp cene from 
other interested perties; thet while the British were on tie 
stege, everybody else wes in the eudience, enc often throw hu 
things et the sectors, while 6t the seme time eppleuding the ~ 
idem t st they should go on with the pley. \ 


2. In/e «@ « 


The 2ight Monoureble 
srnest sevin, Mees ° 


Yoreign office, 


i} 


is 


i a ales eee XT ist 


eer 


Ze In speeking of the whole Pelestine situetion, 
yheshebs seid thet the whole Areb world mede no dis- 
tinction between the Zionists and Jews in general. They 
aid not look on the setter es one inviving on the Jewish 
side a politicel ideologicel ides. It wes for them e 
wetter of Jewish religion egsinst their own religion, 


I em sending copies of this despeteh to His 
dejesty's tepresentetives st Jerusslem, Lemsscus, Beirut, 


Ammen, JeGdeh snd Seghded, end to the British Middle isst 
office. 


I heve the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 


Sir 
Your most obedient, humble vervent, 


(Sgd.) RONALD CAMPBELL 
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Fromt— H,M,Minister, AMMAN, To:—sS,0F S, F.0. LONDON, 





IMMEDIATE, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.249 of 25th April, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No, 1, 


Baghdad No. 35 
Beirut No, 21 
Cairo No. 39 . 
Demasous No, 2 
Jeddah No. 16 
SECRET, B.M.E.0. No, 30 


(Jerusalem No. 73 SAVING. ) 
PALESTINE, 


1. The situation in Palestine was discussed last night by King 
Abdullah the Regent, the Lebanese Prime Minister, the Iraqi 
Ministem, the Trans jordan Ministers and Ismail Safwet, Fauzi 
Kaoukji was also in Amman but did not attend the meeting, I saw 
the King and Regent and the Prime Minister of Transjordan this 


morning. 


2, ‘The position is that tremendous public pressure is being 
brought to bear on the King and on the Regent to intervene with 
troops in Palestine immediately, The fact that Amman is crowded 
out with Palestinian refugees and that reports are now coming in of 
a Jewish offensive in Jerusalem does not mke mtters any easier. 
They on the other hand are very apprehensive of embarking on a 
‘campaign against forces of unknown strength, 


Fauzi el Kaoukji has added to this apprehension by producing a 
list of fighter aircraft tanks and other heavy equipment said to be 
possessed by the Jews, Fauzi's motive is doubtless to cover his 
own admission of defeat and possibly to enable hi® to justify a 


withdrawal, 
upshot conference is that the Le Minister 
z venue to ee bering a letter from the hig” toi saying 
eee 


_ We ove. DI749. 75m in 3 sorts 10/47, 


TELEGRAM. 





that Transjordan cannot cope with the situation alone and before 
moving must be assured of the full support of other Arab states both 
as regards men, money and material, The letter asks for the 
immediate credit of one and a half million pounds, The Regent is 
also going to Cairo to ascertain whether the Egyptian Government is 


prepared to help, 


he I saw the Regent alone, He expressed agreement with the King's 
attitude and said that he felt that Iraq should not become involved 
unless the other Arab states participated, 


As regards the Iraqi Army he said that a small force would 
probably be sent but that anything like a division was out of the 
question having regard to possible events in Kurdistan, The non 
arrival of new fighter aircraft made the ability of the Iraqi air 
force to intervene doubtful, 


5e There is a general slump of Arab morale and an inclination to 
indulge in recriminations instead of planning to deal with the 
situation, King Abdullah having got what he has always demanded, 
freedom to act, is loosing his nerve, The Regent gave me the 
impression that his main objective was to calm public opinion in 
Trag/than to save Areb Palestine, 

vather 

The Prime Minister of Transjordan and his colleagues are 

counselling prudence and are resisting in an admirable manner the 
hysterical demands for armed intervention by which they are inundated, 
I have added my om advice to theirs, ; 


Foreign Office please pass UKDEL New York es ny telegram No. 1h. 


eee ee ee 
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From:— $,0F 8, F.O. LONDON. To :—1,M,Minister, AMMAN, 





25/4/48 (16,20) Received 26/4/48 (06.45) 
of 2th April, 1948, 





Despatched 







IMPORTANT. 
CONFIDENTIAL, 


No.168 INTEL, { iy 

My immediately preceding INTEL; ~~ 

If questioned regarding press reports suggesting that His 
Majesty's Government may be contemplating change of policy 
involving active participation in implementation in support(1) 
of trusteeship(1) or other arrangements for Palestine, you 


should(1) say that these reports are without foundation, 


ve 
(HIM/JS/HA). 


Wat be. Dei, GoM. iy te 


To :-2.M.Minister, AMr N. 


TELEGRAM. 


Jes YueCe 


FOE NO. 
From :— 4M, Ambassador, BAGDAD, 


Received 2b/b/48 (23015) 


2e/t/B (2202) 


anh. 


i de 


33 
ain abae yee 


be The Prime Minister despite very strong pressure, contimes to 
refuse to take strong action, fecring thet this might lead to 
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TELEGRAM FROM AMMAN DATED THE 23/4/1946. © 








TO MR ERNEST REVIN THROUGH THE BRITISH MINISTER AMMAN. 


TO EXPELL THE ARABS OUT OF THEIR HOMELAND IN 
PALESTINE AS A RESULT OF AGRESMENT BETWEEN THE BRITISH 
ARMY AND TH’ HAGANA GANGS IS AN INDICATION TO BRITAIN'S 
ENMITY TOWARDS THE ARABS. TO HAND OVER TO THE JEWS 
STRATEGIC POSITIONS BY MEANS OF WHICH THEY WILL DOMINATE 
OVER UN=-ARMED ARAB VILLAGES IS ANOTHER CRIME IN YOUR 
LONG HISTORY. RESPONSIBILITY RESTS ON YOU POR) HUMANE 
MASSACRES COMMITTED BY THE BEASTS OF HUMANITY THE BLOOD 
SHEDDERS. WE SHALL NEVER PORGET YOUR DISAPPROVED OF 


ATTITUDE. 


(sap) PALESTINE DEFENCE COMMITTEE. 





9 EXEELL THE ARABS OUT OF THEIR BOLAND IN 
PALASTIME AS A RESULY OF AGREAMENT RETWEEN THK BRITISH 
AREY AND WH HAGAMA GANGS IS AN INDICATION 10 BRITAIN'S 
MRKITY TOWARDS THR ARABS, 10 HAND OVER TO THK JEWS 
STRATEGIC POSITIONS BY MEANS OF WHICH THEY WILL DOMINATE 
OVER WiRD ARAB VILLAGES IS ANOTHER CRIME IN YOUR 
LONG HISTORY,  RESEONSIRILITY RESTS ON YOU FOR DMNURAME 
WASSACRRS COMMITTED BY THE BEASTS OF HIMANITY THE BLOOD 
SERNOERG, WE SMALL NEVER FORGET YOUR DISAPFROVED OF 
ATTITUDE, 


(SGD,) PALESTINE DEFENCE COMIITTER, 


a i el 


(w/t) 
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From:— 3,0 3. F.0. LONDON. /°:—H MM Minist&r, > 


Despatched —-25/h/48 (12,45) Received 25/4/48 (12,50) 





CONFIDENTIAL, 


Addressed to Damascus telegram No,201 of April 2th, 
Repeated for informtion Beirut, Amman, Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda,B.M.E.O0. 


Washington and UKDFL New York, 


The Syrian Minister called on Sir 0,Sargent on April 24th on 
instructions from the Syrian Government to express their distress 
and anxiety at the events in Haifa, He said that His Mejesty's 
Government had promised the Areb States(1) that lew and order 
would be maintained until May 15th but events at(1) DEIR YASSIN 
and Haifa made it clear that this was no longer the case, Sir 0. 
Sargent said he hoped we might still count(1) on the wisdom and 
patience of the Arab States and that they would not aggravate the 
situation by rash action, The Minister did not demur but said 
that these events made the prospect of a truce(1) increasingly 
difficult, 


2. The Minister compleined that the UKDEL in New York had said 
the trouble in Haifa had been started by the Arabs, Sir 0. 
Sargent recognised the difficulty of attributing the blame to 
either side in a case like this but went some way towards 
persuading the Minister to agree that the affair of April 22nd was 
not a sudden attack by the(1) Jews but the culmination of various 
incidents in which the Arabs(1) had taken their share of attacking, 


3. The Syrian Minister's attitude was moderate and he did not 
suggest any retaliatory action by his Government(1) 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 3352%, 


(HL/HA). <P 


WHE. DESI SOM, 


(¥/t) 
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Addressed to Foreign Office 211, 


Repeated to Amman, Baghdad, ce Cairo, Jedda, Jerusalem, Memin 
and UKDEL New York. ., |/ 


Li fv ' 
fy fA Ne 9g, wor OY 


Russians fighting in Palestine, 

The Minister of Defence this afternoon informed the Military 
Attache that one brigade of Russian troops is in action in the 
TULKARM area ageinst FAWZI KAWAKJI, This informtion is supported 
by two dead Russians and intercepted messages, 

He elso said that Jewish forces in Haifa were led by a Russian 
with a name sounding ‘like SEAVAY. 

Foreign Office only, The Military Attache is reporting in 
the dame sense to the War Office, 

Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem and UKDEL as my 
telegrams 78 and 22 respectively. 

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 85, 


VB onn------ 
(HIM/HA). 


WSOOK7. DIS50, SOM. ctsorte) yds 
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Fromt— H,M,Minister, AMMAN, abe % s P06 ° 


Despatched 26/4/48 (17610) 





SECRET, 

PALESTINE, 

Following for Burrows, 

I have seen in the press lately references to protests by 
Jewish representatives at Lake Success against the presence of a 
detachment of the Arab Legion which is said to have moved into 
the 014 City of Jerusalem recently, This is no business of mine 
but I happen to know that the detachment in question does not 
consist of Areb Legion personnel but of ex Transjordan Frontier 
Force men under an ex officer of that force who were enlisted and 
equipped by the Arab League organisation at Damascus, The 
confusion of identity between the two forces appears to persist 
even after one of them has ceased to exist officially, 


The information may be of use to yOots 


(ASK/HDW/ HA), 


We, 27078. 1749, 75m In 3 sores 10/47, 


(w/t) 


+ 
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Despatched 25/4/48 (12,30) Received 25/4/48 (12,50) 


No. 57 of hth April, 1948, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,137 of April 2th, 
Repeated to Jerusalem, UKDEL New York, Washington(TW), Beirut, 
Jedda, Amman, Beghdad and Damascus. ~. 


s 


- 


f 
CONFIDENTIAL, lp i. 
BK My telegram No,133,~ EALESTINE, 


I saw AZZAM Pashe this morning and left with him a letter 
contain a full summary of Jerusalem's telegram to Colonial Office 
1094,. He(1) disclaimed any suggestion that the British army is not 
impartial and pointed out that the message reported in Cairo 
telegram No.4Sl. came from an unofficial Arab delegation and was 
probably written in a state of some excitment. He went on to say 
thet while it was conceivable Sey small parties of Arabs 

| might have been attacking the Jews Haifa it was beyond the 

“poundaties of possibility that the Arabs in Haifa could have 

started an offensive, The situation in Haifa had in fact for 
months past been dominated by the Jews and he remained convinced 
that the Jewish attack a few days ago has¢Sic) been previously de- 
signed, As regards a massacre his latest information from os 
Arabs just(1) returned from Heifa was that while the Jews had 
stopped imtilating women and chiJdren they were shooting them down 
in large numbers and pretending that this was(1) merely an unfor- 
tunate result of the battle, 


2, While he in so way resented (though I do not think he believed) 
the High Commissioner's account of the facts he(1) did resent the 
fact that it had been given to Reuters, He described this as 
unfair and felt sure that it would be put to good use by Jewish 


propaganda. 


3. He then went on to say that the Arabs head been taken by sur= 
e by the British evacuation of Haifa towm which they had been 
led to believe would be the last town to be evacuated, He asked ‘ 


whet/oee2 
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what would be the position in Haifa port after May 15th, Was it 
‘our intention to evacuate the port before inform(? gpeomitted ? ing 
them)? On the other hand if we were intending to retain it for the 
eveguation of our farces should we in these circles permit its use 
by Jewish immigrants and at the same time resist any attempt by the 
Arabs whether by guns or aircraft to interrupt immigretion ? 

saad that he would be very grateful for a reply to these questions. 


4. He then reverted to the point recorded in paragraph 3 of Cairo 
telegram Noe49. and asked if any reaction had been received from 
London to which I replied in the negative adding that I could not 
believe that_H.!’.G, could countenance the entry of regular Arab 
forces into Falestine so long as they hold the mndate., He seid 

_ that he realised that we could not axopenly countenance such a 
thing but emphasised that the Arabs were in a(1) very ai@funk- 
difficult positions On the one side there was a fully mobilised 
Jewish force in the country whose activities we were completely 
uneble to control, There was no counterbalancing Arab force inside 
the country. It could only come from outside. If we continued to 
take the line that we would resist incursions by force until May 
15th the result would be that the Jewish forces would by that date 

. have occupied all™$trategical positions the, required and the Arabs 
would find themselves at a grave disadvantage. (asked me to -mt. 
ape) (bring - mtegp.) this to your urgent notice and expressed(]) 
the hope that if the Arab states found themselves forced by the 
militery situation to send in, not indeed regular forces but so- 
called volunteers we would not resist them forcibly but would(1) in 
fact close a blind eye, I promised to pass his message to you(1) 
but offered no hope that you would be able to give an answer which 
would satisfy him I(1) also begged him in the meanwhile to(1) 
exercise moderation, Finally he said that North Palestine was the 
important part from the military point of view and I gathered that 
incursions from the South (see Jerusalem telegram Noses) were 
unlikely to be on any great scale, 

Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, UKDEL New York, 

Washington es my telegram No.35,26 and 29 respectively. 


(w/t) 


aA. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office 219, 
Repeated to Memin, UKDEL New York, Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, 
Jedda and Jerusalem, 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Damascus students demonstrated on April 24th and April 25th 
and the town is still closed to-day. 


2. On April 2),th(TW) some 1500 demonstrators demanded from the 
President that Arab regular forces would enter Palestine immediately 
to protect the Arabs there, One student from HOM(1)S made a 
speech attacking the Government and the President personally for 
their failure to help Palestine, The same evening the student 

was attacked and shot near his home, Feeling against the 
Government is running high and all school{1)s and oolleges() 

have closed, The Haifa situation has of course attracted a fair 
measure of feeling against ourselves, 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem end UKDEL as my 
telegrams 86 end 28 respectively. 


Cairo please pass to MEMIN as my telegrem 91, 


7 


(PH/HA). 


WOOK. Disha, Sof. ‘ Injts 
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Addressed to His Majesty's Minister Amman 1186, b aS 
Repeated to Secretary of State 1120, 


I have received the following personal telegram dated April 27th 
(SIC) from King Abdullah - Begins, 


I wish to convey to Your Excellency the general feeling in 
Transjordan and beyond et the outrages committed in DEIR YASSIN, 
NASR AL DIN, TIBERIAS and (1) lestly Heifa, Public opinion here 
is in the state of extreme indignation and excitement, Only 
recourse to the path of right will calm, I beg to draw Your Excellen- 
cy's attention and that of His Majesty's Government to the position 
of Jerusalem, NAZARETH and BETHLEHEM which are sacred to the 
Christians and Moslems alike, The trust should be handed over to 
us after the termination of the mandate, The Jews should not be 
allowed to do in the Holy Cities and in Jaffe what they did in tiem 
gy other places, My advice to the Jewish authorities is that they 
should (gpsundec, ? abstain from) committing such acts as would 
prejudice their desire to live in Felestine under the Netional home, 
Should they stop their assaults and agree to enter negotiations on 
the understanding that they will enjoy the right of citizens in the 
Palestine state and that they will have nol » sovereignty which will 
prejudice the rights and dignity of the Arabs in their homelund,they 
would be working for their interest and serving the cause of peace 
in these countries, This telegram conveys the feeling of every 
Palestinian Arab in Palestine and Transjordan who hawe national 
dignity at heart. In conveying this to Your Excellency I trust thet 
I will reap the fruits of my good intentions and of any endeavours 
to save the tortured people of the Holy Land who have been the - 
victims of political designs which are calculated to increase the 
evil to beyond the boundaries of this Holy area, Ends. 


2/eee2 
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2. My immediately following telegram contains the text of the 
reply which I should be grateful if you would transmit to His 
Majesty. I am adopting this method of transmission and avail 
myself of your good offices in the matter because I am anxious 
the telegram should not suffer mtilation or delay which might 
occur were it sent en clair through the ordinery channels, 


Wik 5s. Dish, SoM. Int 
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Addressed to Amman 1187, SECRET. 


Repeated to Secretary of State 1121, 

My immediately preceding telegram, —~ or 

Following is text of reply - begins. 

I have to acknowledge receipt of Your Majesty's telegrem 
of April 23rd(1). Your Majesty will(1) appreciate that what 
happens in Palestine after the termination of the Mandate is 
beyond my competence, I have therefore forwarded your message 
to His Majesty's Government. Meanwhile I wish to assure Your 

“Majesty of my continued efforts in the cause of(1) peace in 
Palestine, I fully understand Your Mejesty's concern for the 


Arabs of Palestine which I share - Ends, 


ee eee 


is L ). ¥ | | a ae 4) 


r BRITISH LEGATION, SgsU ngs)! Sqadyiell (Lb) 
; 8 
((S/loW/48). 27th April, 1948, tA/ VIEL a Syl 
1SEA SL TY abl 


To The King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
Se ped USE Ua abn pcm 





o 
Your Majesty, 

Z have the honour to transit bi Jail & 
herewith the text af the reply of High lyse We sel obi 
Comiissioner far Palestine to Your Whey de eel eo lidhig atl! 
Majesty*s message of the 23rd of April, SEA de Slag TT ayk Ge 
1948, 

"I have to acknowledge receipt of PA Sip cules a * 
Tour Majesty*s telegram of April 25rd. + bags TG Legge 
Your Majesty will appreeiate thet what oy be) A> yy + 


happens in Palestine after the termim=  —!20'Y! “Lisl 2 yp ————l 
tion of the Mandate is beyom’ my comee 4 “Le, oe ly 


tence, I have therefore forveried your i 1 IL, ctw ais 
message to His Majesty's Goverment. 5! Jo oye 4, 9 aJi~ 
Meamizile +I wish to assure Your Majesty giptel ce Sa 2—— SG! 5! 
of ny continued efforts in the cause of pA Bale) Sty 
pesce in Palestine, I fully umierstand etl sl * eel 
Your Majesty*s concern for the Arabs of pm placed ine | at —_> 
Palestine which I share". © US Git Uy peli dy, 
I mve the honour to be, GI a2 ct oh G, Jt J 
Your Wajesty*s sincere friend, a 
(Sed) A. S. KIRKBSIDE ; 
fesoree> 


ASK/HA, 





At 
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IMPORTANT, 
Following(1) received from Palestine telegram No.1130 of (April 25th) 


(2) (Begins) (2). 


Addressed to Secretary of State, Washington(1), UKDEL, Damascus, 
B.M.E.0, Cairo (Please(1) pass to Ambassador and Commander-in-Chief). 


Your telegram-No-_ 1640 repeating Demascus telegram to Foreign 
Office 213, a= /)3% \))(P 
HAIFA, [OAU 


The Syrian and Egyptian Consuls in Jerusalem called yesterday 
stating that the reports and stories of refugees from Haifa indicated 
that 


@) Syriansand Egyptians were being kidnapped by the Jews, 


b) The Jews were looting the shops in the DAMSCENE markets of 
Haifa. 


c) Syrian and Egyptian nationals in Haifa were being prevented by 
the Jews from(1) reaching their consulates, 


2. (2) (Tt ere were - Sic) told that everything possible has been and 
is being’ done for the welfare of 211 Arabs in Haifa; but that their 
representations would be brought to the notice of those responsible 
in Haifa, I have received no repeat no report of any such incident 
but have called for information, I cannot accept the claim(1) 

made by the Syrtan Minister for Foreign Affairs referred to in the 
last sentence of the telegram under reference, 


ae x pass to Amman as No.(1) 1206, 
bess 
(ses). 
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eof 27th April, 1948, 






MOST IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.255 of 
27th April repeated for information to Baghdad No.57 
Beirut No. 24 
Cairo No.41 
Damascus Noe 26 
Jgedda No. 17 
Be Me Ke Oe NOe 31 
Jerusalem No.32 


CONFIDENTIAL. / 
PALESTINS. YY 


Your telegram No. 249° (of 27.4.48). 


1. Except in so fap as Transjordan together with 
other Arab states has always express: @ opposition to 
Zionism no declaration of war on Zionism has been made. 
The Arab Legion detachment placed at Jericho to keep the 
Jerusalem road open is under the orders of the General 
Officer Commanding as are all other _4pab Legion 
detachments now in Palestine. -t 13 


2s No agreement was signed ne Amman during the recent 
meeting here of Arab leaders and whether anything concrete 
emerges from that meeting depends on discussions now 
tak@ng place in eoee The only document resulting from 
the meeting was th Q@ng's letter to Azzam reported in 

my telegram No.249 (of 25th April, 1948). 


3. I can detect no present intention of Arab ermies 
to move before the end of the mandate. On the contrary 
the Arab leaders are tending to quote the existence 

of the mandate as an excuse for their failure to 
act/ 
__ We FU. DITA. Tim In 3 sores KY, 





Ye te 
act immediately and so deflect part of the public odium 
on ourselves. 


4. In general the present idea of the Syrian leaders 
to endeavour to restore morale by focussing public 
attention on the recent meeting here and on the 

strength and readiness of the Arab Legion, It distracts 
attention from their own shortcomings and will embarrass 
King Abdullah if he fails to live up to the extravagent 
hopes which they are creating. 


9. I have no news of the outcome of the talks in 
Cairo but the Regent is due back here tomorrow 

The Prime Ministers of Syria and the Lebanon are said 
to be going to fly to Riyadh. 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as 
my telegram No.32. : 
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No.168 of April 25th, 
Washington, UKDEL New York, Baghdad, 
alem and B.M.E.0. 


Addressed to Foreign Office te 
Repeated for informetion 
Beirut, Cairo, Damscus, Je’ 
SECRET, 

Your telegram Nod( 86 cme§@ - Both one change): Ibn Seud(1) 
and Trans jordane 





1, Intervention by regular Saudi forces such as they are is I 
think unlikely and if mde could easily be resisted. The King 
knows that his army is incapable of effective field operations, 
Tribal raiding designed to make King Abdulleh(1) nervous about his 
rear is(1) the most he could do, As however Iraqi Minister 
here is said to have(2) reported to his Government that the 
Saudi irregulers ostensibly for Palestine are really for(1) 
attacking Aqaba and(1) Matan it may be that the Iraqi Government 
takes an exaggerated view of the risks involved, 


2, Ibn Saud's mest probable action(1), if any, would I think be 
a war of nerves aa raiding by small parties, 


3e Neverhteless from the political angle I think this is 
unlikely owing to Azzam's acceptance of the Arab Legion's entry, 
‘The King is most sensitive to criticism in the Press and would not 
like being accused of opening a second front for the Jews, 


he On the other hand (gp,undec,) said that(1) Ibn Saud regerds 
H.M.G. a8 sympathetic(1) with if not the sponsors(1) of the entry(1) 
of Abdullah's (troops = mutegp.) into Falestine but his fears of a 
Greater Syria would be awakened and he might well give(1) further 
encouregement to(1) the anti-HASHEMITE movements in Iraq and release 
RASHID Ali, 


5. The latest sidelight on the King's(1) mind which has reached me 


is a remari: by HIILBY, who is sometimes Saget, that(1) Ibn Saud's 
great fear is thet H.M.G, will not repetition NOT leave Palestine(1) 


May 15th, 
‘ (ayes), ie 
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DWEDIATE, SECRET, 
Following received from Palest egram No.1108 of April 23rd, 
Repeated Washington, UKDEL N ork, Aden, Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, 
Aleppo, Damascus, B.M.E.Q.; Jedda and Cairo. Begins, 

My telegram No, - Haifa, fi ; 


My telegram No,1104, 8 811 the information evailable(1) 
to date, The situation in Haifa town is reported this morning as 
very mich quieter and normal life is being resumed(l). The general 
(gpeundec,) reports thet some military store trains still being 
operated by the military; Haifa worshops still operating: and 
QISHON workshops now occupied by the Army in an orderly fashion and 
without damage following the seizure by the HAGANAH, {in 


2, With reference to your telegram No.158, (Demascus itgPeteion f 
Office No,203) you will have seen from my telegram No, that it 

| was wrong for a Syrian President to assume that the British 
were doing nothing, I trust that an opportunity may be found to make 

~ this clear to him and also to point out the Arab ststes themselves an¢ 
Syria in particular can hardly escape responsibility for the situatior 
which has now arisen and of which they have been so frequently fore= 
warned, The security forces have done and are doing their best to 
act absolutely fakrly and impartially but it must always be remembe~ 
red that the presence(1) in Palestine of large(1) bodies of well arm 
ed foreign "troops" creates conditions in which preventive action by 
the security force is in many cases(1) impossible while action to 
restore(1) the situation is made vastly more(1) difficult and the 
likelihood of CLASH=Sic is at once increased, And if these foreign 
troops having entered Palestine with the connivance,but without 
official recognition, of their owmm Government and against the protest 
(1)s which I have so often asked(1) should be strongly made,finding 
themselves in difficulties, it seems particularly naive to argue 
th: t their parent states(1) could not in comming(1) to their rescue 
by military intervention be accused of aggressions 
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3. As this was being drafted a (telegren)(2) was received 


from the District(1) Commissioner of Haifa that attempts to 
secure the truce have failed and (gpeundec, ? Arabs) have 
decided” to evacuate the town, 


vo 
vi ee 
(HIM/JFS/HA). 


Weeds, DEO, Sai. tye 
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Despatched 27.4248 (19.00) 
No. | 258 of 27th April, 1948. 








MOST IMMEDIATE. 
= es Following received from Palestine. Begins. 
SECRET. 

Addressed to Amman No. 1246. 


The Jewish Agency claims to have information 
from reliable source that the Transjordan Government 
has ordered (1) "total mobilization" and intend (1) 
to send Transjordan regular forces into Palestine 
at once". This is said to have been decided at the 
meeting of the Transjordan Parliament yesterday. 

I should be grateful for your (1) early comments 
on these statements. 


Am at present not repeat not (1) in telegraphic 
communication with Amman. 


an ;) 


qe 37) 


W.27078. DI749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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DMEDIATE, { 
SECRET. Licu?, (? Preamble omitted.) \! 


My telegram No.51, of April 27th; Palestine, 


The Minister for Foreign Affeirs called to see me early 
yesterday evening and I was able to speak with him after all and 
urge moderation, While underlining the difficult situation of the 
Arab Governments in the face of popular clamour His Excellency 
said that Egypt did not intend to and would not, send regular 
forces(1) into Pelestine, He hinted that she did not feel in all 
the circums*ances able to do so painful and delicate though this 
was for her, He said however that it really was not possible to 
prevent volunteers, As far as I could gather he expected Iraq to 
be forced by(1) internal pressure to send regular troops, He said 
that it seemed to the Arab Governments that Great Britain was now 
thinking more of leaving Palestine than of the maintenance of order. 
I said that the maintenance of order could not mean in Palestine 
any more than sanywhere else that disturbance of order could be 
prevented wherever and whenever it might occur since troops could 
not be everywhere at once, It would be wrong therefore to cite 
all the(1) incidents as failure of the British to carry out their 
responsibility and to claim therefore(1) that the ection by the 
4rab Governments from outside wes justified(1). As for his other 
point we had at the very outset emphasized that at a time when 
our intention to withdraw was universally preised by the Arabs 
the Arab States should avoid action which by producing or augmen- 
ting disorder might intefere with the order of withdrawal of our 


troops. 
2. #KHASABA Pasha said that large number of Arab refugees were 
entering Egypte These Egypt would shelter and maintain until the 


situation was restored suggesting that it was the least, as it 
was also pretty nearly the most that she could do, 


3/eee2 
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3. The Press reports that the Political Committee of the Arab 
League was in session from 5 to 930 last evening, It is 
therefore possible that the Egyptian intentions as described above 
may have undergone some modification since I saw Khasaba, ‘This 
morning's bulletin reports the movement of Egyptian mechanised 
forces towards the Palestine frontier but I have so far had no 
confirmatory information about that, 


Disha, SFM, t myth 
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MOST DOCDIATE, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.256 of 28th April, 





Repeated to Jerusalem : No. 33 
. Ss’ oN. 
SECRET, faa \ 
ad q)} 
PALESTINE, ae «at 






Jerusalem telegram Noe124,6 to 

My telegram No. 255 th April, 1948) gives the 
present position, ; 

There is a great deal of loose talk going on here mainly 
for morale mounting purposes, JI shall not fail to report any 
concrete developments, 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram No,.33, 


(ASK/HIM/HA). 


___ We 078. DI749, 75m tm 3 sores 10/47, 
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257 of 27th April, 1948, * 
MOST IMMEDIATE. 


SECRET. ; (4s. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.549 of April 27th and to Damascus, 


Despatched 















Beirut, Ammen, Jedda end Baghdad, 

Repeated for the information of B.M.E.0. ("0" cyphered twice) 

Weshington, UKDEL New York end Jerusalem, | by 
My telegram No.4609 ‘to Washington, 
You should immediately make representati accordingly to 

the Government to which(1) you are accredited, 


—————— 


Gann.) /OT 


WS0057, DIS GaN. 1 yt 
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Clear 
Fromi— H.M,Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S, F.0. LONDON, 





Despatched 28/%,/48 (11,00) Received 
Ne. 257 of 28th April, 1948. 





MOST DOEDTATE. ob } 
PALESTINE, 
Your telegram No.257 (of 27th April, 1948). 
I have not received your telegram No.4,609 to Washington, 


wane 


(ASK/Ha)« 


_We 2078, DIT#, Tom tn 3 sores 1/4, 


PILE NO,S/10U,/1,8, “TELEGRAM. ; 


69 


A 
ee & 

| IL 
From!— H,M,Minister, AMMAN, To:— SOF Se FeO. LONDON, 


fea 


Despatched 28/4/48 (11,55) astern! 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe258 of 28th April, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York Nos 15 


Baghdad No, 38 
Jerusalem Noe 34 
Beirut No, 63 SAVING. 
Cairo No, 62 SAVING, 
Damascus No, 57 SAVING, 
; Jeddah No, 58 SAVING, 
SECRET, B.M.E.O. No, 62vSAVING. 





PALESTINE, 


1. News has arrived here that a colum of mechanized Iraqi 
troops leave their base to-day for Transjorden, They are to 
be encamped near Zerka on arrival, 


2. Azzam errives here this afternoon and the Regent's em 
return has been postponed until to-morrow, 


3. Jewish forces occupied Jisr Majami Police Post to-day and 
opened fire on Arab Legion sentries on the Transjordan end of 
the bridge killing one legionary, The fire is being returned 
from Transjordan territory. 


Office please pass to UKDEL and Jerusalem as ny 
‘eee Nosel5 and 3). respectively. 


(ASK/HIM/HA). 


__ We, 27078, D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47, 


(w/t) | FILE no.s/10U,/48, _TELEGRAM. 
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Gear 
From:— 8,0F 8. ¥.0. LONDON, To:—H.M.Minister, AMUN, + 
Despatched 27/1/48 (12,50) Received § 27/4/48 (16,00) 


of 26th April, 1948, 





SECRET, 


Following received from Palestine telegram No,1127A of April 25th-Begi: 
Repested to(1) Washington, UKDEL, Demascus, Beirut, Aden, AlXeppo 
1196, Jedda, B.M.E.0., Amman 1197 and Baghdad, 


(Secretary of State please pass to Aden, AlNeppo ond Amman), 


L343 / 
My telegrem No. 1108, —“Maiee 


The situation in Haifa town now quiet. The night of April 23rd = 
April 24th there was practically no shooting in the tom, Small 
skirmish occurred in a village outside Haifa; British troops inter= 
vened and(1) restored order, 


2. The Arabs especially from the poorer quarters continue to evacu= 
ate but the evacuation has now elmost ceased, Estimate some 5,000 


persons in all evacuated, 


3. Information regarding the truce proceedings is not complete, It 
appears however that when the Areb leaders announced to the truce 
Committee their decision to evacuate all repeat all Arebs from Haife 
the matter was referred for arrangement to a sub-committee composed 
of Jews end Arabs only under the chairmanship of the mayor, At this 
(1) sub-comnittee the Jews fearing for the economic future of the 
town pressed the Arabs to reconsider their decision of complete 
evacuationg and the mtter is still under discussion, 


4. The British euthorities at Haifa heave formed the impression 
that total evacuation is being urged on the Commander of the Arabs 
from higher Arab quarters and that the TOWNFOLK themselves are 
against it. Further, that if the present reasonably peaceful atmos- 
phere can be meinteined for a dey or so with the restoration of 
confidence consequent on the free passage of security forces petrols 
(1) etc.,there is every hope that @ee total Arab evacuation will be 


svoided and the situation brought back to normale 


Wiehe, Darshan, 55M. . Wythe 
(HIM/JFS/HA). Atha 


‘ 


(Wt) | 


mn 0.5/10u/i8. TELEGRAM. 
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Etear 
From :— S.OF Ss F.0. LONDON. To :—H,M.Minister, i 









Despatched 27/4/48 (16.15) Received 7 








of 26th April, 1948. 
Addressed to Beirut, Amman, Baghdad, Cairo and Washington, 


Following received from High Commissioner Palestine telegram No,1107 
of April 23rd, . Begins. 
SECRET. { y 


as 





Your telegram No.1598 (Damascus to Foreign Office No.205).Haifa. 


The Syrian Consul Generel in Jerusalem asked on the afternoon 
of April 22nd that the General Officer Commanding should be instruc- 
ted to direct the military commander at Haifa to provide military 
escorts to teke all Syrian nationals (who he seid amount to some 100) 
in Haifa, to the Syrian Consulate headquarters(1) for safety, He 
was told that while it was not possible to instruct the local 
comme to give the Syrians preferential treatment, there wes no 
doubt, the British Authorities on the spot were giving the mximum 
assistance which their resources permitted to all repeat all 
distressed Arabs in fa, and that the evacuation of these persons 
to places of safety had started and was being assisted with army 
landing craft. said he had not known this, He was further 
informed that his request would at once be brought to the notice 
of those concerned, His statement that his request for safe 
escort had been rejected is somewhat misleading, : 


Wiles; Disha, SOM. t inte 


(w/t) 






Cy 


w 
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From:— 3.0F S. ¥.0. LONDON. To:—HMM,nister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 


J} 





pher M/OTP 





Received 





28/4/48 (12,10) 28/4/48 (12,30) 
258 of 27th April, 1948, 









IMMEDIATE, 


4 
Following received from Palestine(1) telegram No.1131 of April 
25th = Begins, 
SECRET, 
Addressed to UKDEL telegrem 120, . 
Repeated to Washington(1), Secretary of State, 


There are increasing indications that the Jews are considering 
large scale attacks in Jerusalem with a view to forestalling Arab 
action by forming bodies from outside Palestine and with the 
abject of getting control of the city. It is important that ell 
possible pressure should be exerted on the Jews at Lake Success 
to desist from such action at «a time when the truce proposals are 
being discussed with them, It would of course not be politic to 
give eny publicity to the above information since it might 
precipitete Arab action, I am seeing BEN GURION to-day. 


2. In regard to the(comeission=-mt.gp.) appointed by the 
Security Council it is not clear who are to be members re eat 
members of the commission, The Consulates concerned here have 


had no instructions = Ends. , 
Cairo please pass to B.M.E.O. as my telegram ete 


owen oe ee ee 


(HIN/JFS/HA). 


WSs. Dshe,  SoM. byte 





(W/2) 
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From :— S,OF S. F.0. LONDON, To :— H.M.M4nister, aN, 





Despatched 28/4/48 (11,28) Received § 28/1,/48 (11,30) 
256 of 27th April, 1948," 

















MOST DMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Washington telegram No.4609 of April 27th, 

Repeated for information UXDEL(1) New York, Cairo, B.M.E.O.,Damscus, 
Beirut, Ammen, Jedda, Baghdad and Jerusalem(1) 

SECRET, 


Jerusalem telegram No,1131,. 


In view of the rapid deterioration in the situation in Palestine 
the suggestion has been put before the Cabinet that we should(1) 
consider laying the mindate and withdrawing from Jerusalem 
before May 15th, ‘“e are however fully conscious of the importent 
although belated work now going on at Lake Success and more particu- 
larly in the political,truce and trusteeship committees referred to 
in New York's telegram No.1277. We are most enxious not to embarrass 
the United Netions Organisation or its committees in eny way but we 
would urge that the work of these committees should be concluded and 
action decided upon as rapidly as possible(1). 


2. Information in the Jerusalem telegram under reference which we 
have no reason to doubt, suggests that a very serious situation my 
shortly arise in regerd to(1) Jerusalem, If Jewish action should 
develop on these lines the result might well be complete S& partial 
destruction of Jerusalem including the Holy Places, Repercussions 
would be world wide and not confined only to the Arab states, You 
should therefore see Mr.Marshall at once and impress upon him the 
very grave possibilities in this situation and say that we rely upon 
the United States Government to exercise 211 their influence with the 
Jews tp prevent any Jewish attack in Jerusalem, We are. meanwhile 
using ‘eam influence with the Arabs to exercise restraint but in this 
case the Jews seem to be mich the greater danger. 


3 You should also(1) know, that the Transjordan Minister saw me 
to-day and brought a(1) message from King Abdulleh urging that 
British troops should remain in occupation and protection of 
Jerusalem, NAZARETH and BETHLEHEM until May 15th. P.T.0, 


SoM. ¢ OY Nac: 


Cairo please pass B,.M.E.0, as my telegram 34527. 


(HIN /TFS/HA). 


(w/t) 


, 


FILE uniaa TELEGRAM. ‘yy 


Cypher Ay 
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From!— 4.M,Minister, AMMAN, To:— s,op 58, ° wh LONDON, 


Despatched 28/4/48 (18,56 





DMEDTATE, 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,259 of 28th April, 

Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No, 16 
Washington No, 12 


Baghdad No. 39 
Beirut No. 25 
Cairo No. 42 
Damascus No. 27 
eru \No. 
SECRET. BalaE.Og Lf JNo. 32 
—~PALESTINE, ee 





Your telegram No.4S09-(of 27th April, 1948) to Washington. 


1, I mde the representations to King Abdullah and to the Prime 


Minister this afternoon, They replied that the Jews were on the 
offensive everywhere and that ee usually brought counter- 


offensives. 


2. My own view is that if the Jews cmtinue to attack Arab 
positions in Palestine some action by the 
will be almost inevitable. 







I had considerable trouble 
at Jisr Majemi following the of an Areb Legionary which wes 
reported in my telegram No,256 (of 28th April, 1948), 


As it wes the Arab Legion shelled the Jewish positions from 
Transjordan territory and this process will be repeated if the Jews 
fire on the Arab Legion positions xgaikmxk again. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York, Washington and 
Jerusalem as my telegrams Nosel6, 12 and 35 respectively, 





(ASK/HIM/HA) 


_We. 27078. D1749, 75m in 3 sorts 10/47, 
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28/4/48 (23.10) Received 28/4/48 (06,30) 
40 of 28th April, 194.8, 





Despatched 












IMMEDIATE, 
SECRET. 
Addressed to Foreign Office 309 of April 28th, 


Repeated for informetion Washington, Ukdel New York(1), Jerusalem, 
B.M.E.0, Cairo, Jedde, Beghdad, Amman and Damscus, 


PALESTIN®, 


The Lebanese Prime Minister who returned to Beirut April 
27th informed a member of my staff to-day that the Arab 
Governments had virtually decided not repeat norto wait for May. 
15th before sending(1) their regular armies into Palestine, The 


Lebanon would play its part on a par with the other Arab 
Governments, The Lebanese Prime Minister said that any Arab 
Government which attempted to oppose the despatch of troops 
would be overthrown, Public opinion is too inflamed by recent 
developments. 


Foreign °ffice please pass to Washington and UKDEL New York 
as my telegrams 14 and 15, 


Cairo please pass MEMIN as my telegram 89, 


wre en ne ee 


ae 
(HIM/JFS/HA), “o> 


W¢.27078. D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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From :—  H.M.Ambassador, BAGHDAD. Jy, :—H.M. stér, AMMAN, 


Despatched 28/4/48 (21.43) Received 29/4/48 (06,30) 





oon 


No. 59 of 28th April, 1948. 





DIMEDIATE. 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.458 of April 28th, 
Repeated for informetion B.M.£.0. Cairo, Amman, Damascus, Beirut, 
Jedda, Washinston, UKDEL New York and Jerusalem, 





5. 


Your telegram No.549 teSsiro, 
Palestine, 


I made the representations to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
this morning, He wes non=committal as he usually(1) is and spoke 
of Haifa, but on this occasion his attitude was largely due to 
ignorance of what has been(1) going on at Amman(1), The Iraqi 
Government seems to have little direct information about the 
meeting and there is considerable feeling amongst them against the 
Regent. 


2. I asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs about the strong 
rumours thet(1) Iraq Forces snd(1) aircraft had started for Trans jord 
He replied that none had left yet but that part of the mechanised 

. force would start for Transjordan to-morrow (April 29th). No 
aircraft were being sent at present. In response to my pressure 
he(1) said thet, as far es could be foreseen, Iraqi forces would not 
enter into Palestine before(1) May 15th, I reported the Regent's 
assurance on this point in my telegrem Nokes — j 3% , 9 


3. The Ireci Government has issued the statement to the effect 
thet Iraq must take her place with the other Areb(1) states in their 
firm(]) stend(1) and that the effect of urgent measures which were(1) 
being taken in concert would soon be felt. Meanwhile the Government 
eppeeled for peace and quiet and requested the PSSdie to concentrete 
on volunteering end contributing to the cause, 


Foreign Vepice pleese pass to UKDEL New York snd Washington 


(JS/HIM/HA). 


We.27078. D1749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. he 
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From :—  ,M.Ambassador, CAIRO. To :- HMM 


Received 





28/4/48 (22,03) 29/4/48 (06,30) 
‘-2 of 28th April, 1943, 





Despatched 








TDaicDIATE, 
wECKET. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.522 of April 28th, 
Repeated for information Dams Beirut, Baghdad, Amman, Jedda, 
Jerusalem, Washington and York, 


p 
Your telegram No.549.~ PALESTINE. 


I spoke as instructed to the Minister for Foreign Affcirs 
this morning, His Excellency said that he would do all he 
possibly could in the sense desired, He felt certain thet the 
Arebs would not initiete any attack on Jeruselem(1) which was 
as dear to them as to anyone else, He hoped that the British 
forces wovld do enything they could to prevent any(1) attack by 
the Jews, 


2. In general the Minister for Foreign Affeirs seid that he 
was doing his best in the interest of moderstion. In reply(1) 
to my question he seid that there hed been(]) no change in the 
attitude of the Egyptian Government about the despatch if any 
of reguler troops to Palestine. They remained unwilling to do 
so and were firm on the point, See my telegram No.517,. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and Washington 
as my telegrams Nos.7 «nd 16 respectively. 


i “— 
renee - 


Wt.27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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Despatched 23/4/48 ' (15.00) Received 28/4/48 (11,20) 
of 23rd April, 1948, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1(1)66 of April 23rd. 
Repeated for informetion to Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Ceiro, 
Demascus, Jerusalem, B.M.E.0, and Saving Washington, UKDEL New Yor. 


RESTRICTED, (1) f 4 
c Vt ye 


My telegram No.136, ” 


I have received a(1) reply from YUSUF (YA)(2)SIN to my 
letter to Faisal, He states that because of therecent 
Jewish atrocities in Palestine and the apparent inability of 
the British security forces to protect the Arabs no Arab 
leader(1) would dare to urge the cessation of volunteering 
for Palestine which alone prevents the extermination(1) of 
the Arebs of that country, 


2. He however suggests that the Arab (States)(2) are prepared 
(remainder of telegram undec = about 25 gpse) 


This telegram was delayed in transmission, i 


ame 


W£.27678, D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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From :— H,M.Minister, DAMASCUS, § To: H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Gb 





28/4/48 (17.10) Received 28/4/48 (17.20) 
of 


Despatched 







28th April, 1918, 





IMMED ATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office 224, 
Repeated to Amman, Jerusalem, Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, B.M.E.O, 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


Your telegram No,.205.~ 4 } 


Reuter's Damascus correspondent received (by telephone on the 
evening(1) of April 26th) from an agent employed (bet him - Sic’ by 
him) in (TW) the story to the effect that King Abdulleh at a 
press conference earlier the same evening had stated that he had 
declared war ageinst the Zionists, The message continued by(1) 
stating that Transjordan forces were in occupation of JERICHO, 


2. ‘The second part of the story may have resulted from(1) the 
presence in Jericho of units of the Arab Legion under British 
Command as explained in an official statement the Palestine 
Government Broadcast yesterday. 


Foreign Office please pass immediate to Jerusalem as my 
telegram 80, 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0, as my telegram 95, 


RN ge 


— Ss, 
el “—, = = 


_— 
W.27078, 01749. 75m In 3 sorts. hdey 
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From:— SOF S. F.Q. LONDON, To -HeM.Minister, ANN, 


27/t/48 (17.00) Received 7? 


No. 247 of 26th april, 1948. 


Addressed to delegation New York telegram No.1706 of April 26th, 
Washington, Damascus, Beirut, Amman, Baghdad, Jedda, Cairo and 
B.M.E.O. Cairde : 

Following received from Haife telegram unnumbered of April 25th, 
Beginse 
SECRET, 


Despatched 





From MARRI(1)OT. 
Your telegram of April 23rd most immediate, Secret, 


1.(1) Syrien and Egyptian Consuls content with the’ situetion and . 
have so informed their Governments, Both leaving within two or 
three days on instructions, They have esked the United States 
consul take charge of their countries’ interests. 


2. ‘The Lebanese Consul went home some days »go ostensibly becuase 
of daughter's illness, His clerk expresses contentment with the 
situetion but says has no meens of commmicstion(1) with his 
Government, (1) y 


3. The Consul not awere of eny casualties emong their colony here 
but says the casuslties to the foreign(1) Arebs very few. All 
express gratitude for the co-operetion of the military authorities. 


4. Last night agein quiet and Generel STOCK7ELL says Haifa more 
peaceful now than at «ny time for the last 3 months, Whilst still 
en exodus of Arabs from Heife Syriag,Egyptien, Lebanese colonies 
(gpeundec.) ix to leave, some Arab residents who fled in the first 
panic ere returning and should our(2) present peaceful state last 
more confident that will be restored, The Jewish leader with 
considerable influence over Arab labour stated thet by the beginning 
of May there will be more labour available here than there has been 
for several months, 


5/002 


W.27076, D1749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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From :— Tpees 


Despatched Received 





5. During negotiations for the truce one of the Arab leaders 
remerked that they hed lost the first rounds but that there were 
more to (? gpeomitted), This and similer remarks I have heard 
lead me to believe there will be a mjor clesh here as soon-as the 
frebs con mobilize the necessary force 2fter the terminetion of 
the Mandate, It is to be regretted that the Arabs now bitter 
egeinst us for not heving intervened here when the Jews were 
winning end it is to be observed the Jews compdained we did not 
intervene et SAFAD when they were logsing. ‘The fact(1) is thet 
our forces have been so run dow that we cannot mintain lew end 
order in eddition to ensuring our safe evecustion, The letter 
can be effected and cesualties to our troops kept to a minimum, 
The former demands overwhelming strength if the number of our 
casualties is to be restricted, They would inevitably be high 
and our use of artillery would obviously result in heavy civilian 
casualties and damage which is already extensive as a result of 
the use by Jews and arabs of mortars and bombs, 


(PW /HIM/IPS/HA). 
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From :— Wigh Commissioner, JaRuSALEM Jo :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 








28/4/48 (22,30) Received 29/4/48 (11,40) 
No. 1269 









MOST IMMEDIATE, : 

Addressed to Secretary of State No.1180 

Repeated to Weshington 307, (Please pass to UKDEL as 1266) 
Memin 71, (Please pass to Ambassador as 82) Damscus 1267, 
Beirut 126, Amman 1269, Dedda 39 and Beghdad 47, 


Reference your 1698, Foreign Office to Washington No.e4000+? 


The Jews heve(1) leunched heavy attacks on Jaffa(1) today. 
Any success here will have (a)(2) greater effect on the Arab 
states then Haifa, I asked the Army and Air Force to take full 
action against the Jews and the attack has gone in this afternoon 
the result as yet unknom, I would however suggest that in any 
approach made to the(1) Americans with the object of restraining 
the Jews the stopping of attacks on Jaffa should be stressed as 
strongly as the prevention of attecks in(1) Jerusalem(1). I 
have had 4t conveyed(1) to the Agency that their request that we 
should restrein the Areb states are extremely inconsistent with 
the attecks by the Jews on a wholly Arab town which cen only infleme 
the stetes still further, 


(IFSATLAL:). 
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From:— SOF 8S, 7.0. LONDON. To :— HeMMinister, AIAN. 






Despatched 28/4/18 (12,50) Received 28/4/48 (12,55) 


252 of 27th April, 1948, 






TOP SECRET. 


Following received from Palestine telegram No,1U,8 April 26th,Begins, 
Repeated to Damascus, Beirut, Ammen telegram No,1227 Jedda, Aden, 
Aleppo(1) telegram No.1229, Baghdad, B.M.E.0., Cairo (please pass 

to Ambassador sné@(1) the Cémmnier-in-chie?) Washington (pleese pass 
to Ukdel, 


You should know that the collspsing Arab morale in Telestine 
is in some measure due to the increesing tendency of those who 
should be lesding them to leave the country. For instance in 
Jeffs the Iajor went on four deys leave ‘twelve days ego and hes 
not returned end helf the nationel committee has left(1). In Meifs 
the Areb members of the municipality left some time agoz the two 
leaders of the Jrcb iim liberation ermy left actuslly during 
the recent battle. Now the chief Arab mgistrete has left. In 
ell perts of the country the Effendi class has been evacueting in 
lerge numbers over © considerable period ond the tempo is incressing. 


(PW/HA). 
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From :— H.M,Minister, DAMASCUS. ‘To :—H,M.Minister, ADAN, 


Received 29/4/48 (06,30) 
28th April, 1948, 






29/4/48 (Oe 25) 
of 





Despatched 











DAFORTANT, 
Addressed to Foreign Office 225. 
Repeated to “men, Beghdad, Beirut, Ceiro, Jedde, Jerusalen, 


BeMeE.O., Ukdel New eee 
Your telegrem Mo0.549 to Coiro. = 


SECRET, LIGHT, 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs who returned from Cairo 
lest night mde on eppointment to see me this evening, He was 
however detained et the secret session of Perliement and the 
Minister of the Interior who has been recently ecting(1) in his 
ebsence received mee 


2. I reminded the Minister of the Interior of the singuler 
appeals for celmmess end restraint which I had made to him end 
the Fresident lest week and I said that I had now come to make 
yet another, Last week I had spoken in « general way and had not 
mentioned any pert of Selestine. Today when renewing the appeal 
I wanted him to take note of the fact that the United(1) Nations 
hac not yet obteined(1) agreement regarding Jerusalem and the 
Holy places(1) and I felt that this fact should be(1) barne in 
mind in the deliberations of the Syrian Government so that 
nothing which might happen should have repercussions on those 
places. I elso drew his attention to the bitter feeling which 
would be arows(1)ed if anything were to happen to them, The 
Minister spoke of the reverence in which the places are hel by 
Islam and said that they were already being defiled by the “ews, 
But he edmitted to seeing my point and said that he would inform 


his colleagues in the Government(]) accordingly. 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem immediate as my 
telegram 90 and important to UKDEL and Washington as my telegrams 
29 and 12 respectively, 

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 96, 


1! 75m Va % sorts. 10/47. Ss 
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From :— H,\\, Ambassador, BAGHDAD, To :HM.Minister » AMMAN, 


Received 28/4/48 (17.45) 





28/4/48 (17.40) 


of 27th April, 194.8, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noely9 of April 27th, 
Repested for inform: tion B.M.E.0. » ond Saving to Beirut, 
Cairo, Demascus, Jedde, Jerusalem tB)y fot We fs and UKDEL New York, 






Despatched 





Your telegram No.197 to Damasouss 


Minister for Foreign Affairs was not available on Saturday 
« I therefore sent the oriental counsellor to see tie 
head of the (gpsundec.) section in the absence of the Director 
Generel, The Oriental counsellor had Jerusalem teleyrams Nos, 
1094. end 1104 and spake on the lines of your telegram under 
reference, The Official took notes and undertook to inform his 


Vinister the following(1) day. 


2, In the absence from Iraq of the Regent and the Ministers of 
Defence and Finance I fear that any representations here to the 
Tragi Government will not affect the events in “slestine. 


(PH/JPS/HA). 
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f es fut Cee 
Fromi— 4,M.Minister, AMMAN, Toi—s.OF s. ¥F.0S LONDON, 


Despatched 29/4/48 (18,02) createed 


of 29th april, 1948. 





MOST IMMEDIATE, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 260 of 29th April. 





Repeated to UKDEL New York No. 17 
Baghdad No. 40 
Beirut No, 26 
Cairo No. 43 
Damascus No, 28 
Jeddah No. 19 
B.M.E.O. No. 33 
Jeruselem No. 36 
PALESTINE, Yb 


Your telegram No.266 (of 29th April, 1948.) - 


- 


Report by press correspondents of statements alleged to 
have been given by the Regent of Iraq and by Transjordan Foreign 
Minister regarding movement of regular Areb armies is not true, 
I can only imegine that correspondents, port was based on the 
rumours with which Ammen is filled. ~ Neither of the persons 
mentioned have made any statement at all, 


In my following cvlaguar’: am reporting decisions reached 
here to-day by representatives of Arab States. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York, Jedda and 


Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos,17, 19 and 36 respectively, 


mz w.s/iouyie, (/ = Va be ) 


Oypher = 7 | 
. 1 it ‘ 
bienehe f - AF 
Clear t oi a a )/ 

: . y Qu ry in 


From 1— HM.Minister, \QneaN, To:— S.OF 8.“ F.0; LONDON, 






Despatched 29/4/48 (19.40) 
of 29th April, 1948. 





MOST IMMEDIATE, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.261 of 29th April. 
Repeated for informetion to UKDEL New York No, 18 


Baghdad _ No, Al 
Beirut No, 27 
Cairo No. 4 rn 4 
Damascus No, 29 } rs 
Jeddeh No. 20 
a B.M.E.O. No. 3) ; 
SECRET, Jerusalem No. 37 


“PALESTINE. 


The Prime Minister of Transjordan gave me the following infor- 
mation about a meeting which was held at Amman to-day to discuss 
the situation in Palestine, Those present were King Abdullah, 
= Regent of Iraq, the Transjordan Ministers, the Iraqi Ministers 

who accompanied the Regent and. the Secretary pee of the Arab 


League, 


fst 
The Prime Minister of the Lebanon etd Minister 
of Defence will reach Amman later afternoon, 






if the other Arab States undertook to 
intervene at the same with their troops, In view of Cairo's 
telegram to you No.522 (of 28th April, 1948) I queried this statement 
but the Transjordan Minister for Foreign Affairs who returned from 
Cairo with the Regent is categorical in maintaining that this is so, 


3, The meeting here to-day decided in principle in favour of 
intervention by the Bosch Arab armies, As regerds the question 


of date King Abdullah peavcet & heated di ion b that he 
could not intervene before the 15th of May TSi; g Be otras mA 


teined that they could not be bound by this date in view of the 
Jewish offensives. : 
The/ ese 2 


We, 27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47, 
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The Prime Minister of Transjordan overcame the difficulty by 
proposing that the actual date of intervention would be decided when 
everyone was ready. (Commenting to me he remarked that he was 
certain that the others would not be ready before the 15th of May. 
The Iraqi force said to be of brigade strength wes not due to 
arrive at Mafrak before the 7th and no arrengements had yet been 
mede for its maintenance and supply). 


4. The real argument arose over command, King Abdullah main- 
tained that it should be in Transjordan hands at Amman, Azzam was 
in favour of a continuation of the present arrangement with Head- 
quarters at Damascus under Ismail Safwat or another Iraqi General, 
Nur Ed Din Mohamed, The Iraqis want to keep an Iragi in general 
command wherever Headquarters may be situated, The Egyptians have 
expressed readiness to accept Transjordan control, The Prime 
Minister of Transjordan said definitely that Transjordan would not 
place the Arab Legion under the existing command at Damasous, 


Eventually it was agreed by those present that as far as they 
were concerned each state should retain its independent command and 
be allocated an operational zone in Palestine. It was assumed that 
Syria, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia would agree to this, 


5. The Areb League has allocated « sum of one and a half million 
‘pounds to finance the opening steges of the operation, The expen- 
diture of this amount will be in the hands of the Secretary General 
of the Arab League personally, (This errangement seems to invite 
future friction ebout funds), 


6... The next step is for representatives of the general staffs of 
the armies concerned to meet and work out technical details of a 
plen to put this decision into force both as regards troop movements 
and on the questions of supply as regards which everyone is very 
vague, The Transjordan Government have invited the meeting to'take 
place et .\mmen, 


Foreign Office pleas pass to UKDEL New York, Jedda and Jerusale 
as my telegrams Nos.18, 20 and 37 respectively. 
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Cypher ID/oTP 
Code 
From :— H,M.Ambassador, UAIRO. To :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 27/1/48 (16.38) Received 27/4/48 (17.00) 
No. 39 of 26th April, 1948. 












Ue 
Addressed to Foreign Office(1) te ‘cram No.5(1)14 of April 26th, 


Repeated for information Demasous, Jerusalem, beirut, Baghdad, 
Amman, Jedda, Washington and UKDEL New York, 





CONFIDENTIAL, (| f 


Your telejram No.197 to Damascus; PALESTINE, 


In view of the feilure of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to keep an apyvointment with me yesterday I sent (2 gps. undec,) 
to speak to the Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affeirs as(1) 
instructed in your telegram referred to above and to ask him to 
convey the message(1) to his Minister, 1. Under Secretary naturally 
took the(1) opportunity to express proces - verbaux about the 
plight of the Arabs in Palestine and safety of the Egyptian 
nationals particularly in Haifa, He did however say so fer us he 
was aware it was not the intention of the Egyptian Government at 
sent to mike any move which might constitute active interference 
Falestine, But he avoided any assurance as regards advisabili- 
ty of checking any influx of volunteers from Egypt into Palestine. 
He promised to pass my message to his Minister, 


2. The press reports that the Egyptien Cabinet last night had 
long discussion on.,,] lestine, The presence in Cairo of the Regent 
of Iraq end members,Areb(1) Lesgue political committee hes inten- 
sified the stmosphere of urgency end lesding newspapers are 
clemouring for energetic action by the Arab Lea in support of 
the Pslestine Arebs, According to the usually(l ormed 
newspaper "ZAMANE" the-wg@lk Arab Governments have definitely 
decided to intervene in Pelestine with their regular armies, 
those of Transjordan and Ireq immediately and those of Syria and 
Lebanon standing to on the frontier, There is a general 
expectation that important decision are imminent as regards 


military/e..2 
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Clear 

From :— To 
Despatched Received 





military intervention as a result of the discussions in Ammen 

and the current meetings above mentioned not yet (gpeundec.) in 
Ceiro. According to "AHRAM" the premiers of Syria and the 
Lebanon propose to go to Riyadh to discuss the Falestine situation 
with Ibn Saud, 


3, I heve been unable to secure appointment (? with omitted) 
the Minister for Foreign Affeirs to-day since he is occupied with 
discussions with the Regent of Iraq etc. but I sm hoping to see 
him to-morrow when I will repeat the representations, 


Foreign Orpice please pass Weshington end UMDEL as my 
telegrams Nos,t* 15 «nd 6. 


(PW/JS/HM/HA). 


Os 
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From :— 8.02 3S. F.O. LONDON. To —Hsiund ster, AMMAN, 
Despatched 28/1/48 (12,35) Received 28/4/48 (12,35) 





255 of 27th april, 1948, 


SECRET. 
Addressed to UKDEL New York(1) telegram No.1726 of April 27th, 


Repeated to Jerusalem, Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda, Beirut, Damascus, 
Amman, 3.M.Z.0,. and Washington(TW). 


Your telegram No.1277. 
Following for the Colonial Secretury from Foreign Secretary. 


The Ministers have cerefully considered the question of the 
earlier terminstion of the Mendate in the light of the High 
Commissioner's telegram No,1073 of April 21st and of the Commnders- 
in-Chief(1) Middle Hest telegrem No.227/CCL of April 22nd, (copies 
of which were sent to the delegation by the Colonisl office by bag) 
end of the High Comilssioner's telegram No,1160. 


We fully avpreciete the very serious difficulties which our 
civil end militery euthorities in Palestine will have to fece while 
the Mandate continues, We ere also impressed by the difficulties 
which our representstives in the Areb States(1) are likely to meet 
in persuading these states to refrain from direct action until May 
15th in view of our evident inability to mintein lew and order(1) 
in fulestine meanwhile, Nevertheless we are (gp.undec.) on the 
whole the internetional disadvantages of changing the date, to 
which you draw attention in your telegram under reference must 
outweigh the above considerations, e have therefore decided that 
the date of May 15th for termination of the Mandate must be 
adhered to and that the British civil and military authorities in 
Palestine must do their best meanwhile to retain control of the 
situation even though we realise that it will not be practically 
possible for them to prevent 411 outbreaks of Arab—Jewish fighting 
or to resist mjor incursions from outside Palestine if such should 


occur, 
2/6 oe 2 
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2, We accept the view that the Mandete could not be even 
theoretically carried on after Jerusalem was evecuated, The 
suggestion mentioned by the High Commissioner thet the Mandate 
should be repleced by mertir1 lew in the whible(1) of Felestine 
does not eppear to be practicable or edvantageous, It follows 
therefore from the shove decision that the High Commissioner 
cannot be given #48 discretion to leave Jerusalem before May 15th, 





3e, We trust you egree with this decision end shall be glad @f any 
(1) further comments you mey have. 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.O. 342,27. 


UP w. 


(SPSATM/HA), 


W6.27078. D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 


(w/t) 
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From :— H.M.Ambeassador, BAGHDAD, To:— H.M,Minister, AMMAN, 
Despatched Received 29/4/48 (17.30) 
29th April, 1948. 


29/4/48 (13.35) 
of 














IMMEDIATE. 
CONFIDENTIAL, 


pbeeeone to Foreign Office telegram No.,60, 
Repeated for information B.M.E,O, Cairo, Amman, Jedda, Damascus, 
Beirut, Jerusalem, Washington(1) and UKDEL New york(15 

My telegram No.458. 

PALESTINE, 

The mechanised force or st eny rate pert of it passed through 
Baghdad westwards at 00.01 hours G(1)MT April 29th, 
2. The force normlly cosmeises one regiment of armoured cars, 
1 lorried infantry battalion, and two half (half - Sic) regiments 
of artillery (ise. 24 by 25 pounders), Total ebout 1500 men, 

Foreign Orrice please pass to Washington end UKDEL °s my 


telesrems 26 and 11 respectively. 


(P/HA). 
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His Majesty King ABDULLAH IGN HUSSEIN samen, Transjorden. 





The security comedl truce comission for Palestine ms 
been informed thet the Goverment of Tramsjorden forces will 
shortly mreoh ecross the Palestine frontier, As Your Majesty 
is ewere the United Nations General Assembly at this time is 
@iscussing the qestion of Palestine, Moreover the scourity 
council acting in accomience with the charter of the United 
Netions is at present considering the problem of the minte- 
nance of peace in the country and has crected this truce 
comission for the purpose of bringing about a truce from hosti- 
lities in the Holy lend eny werlike decision or action on the 
pert of Trans Jordem will undoubtedly be the couse of the greatest 
censure by the seourity council and the entire United Nations es 
a possible threat to the peace, Accordingly the security 
counci] truce camission far Palestine wages Your Majesty in the 
strongest terms to abstain from any military decisions or acts 
which may be under contemplation by Your Majesty's Government. 

The seouity council truce commission for Palestine. 


JEAN NIUWENHUYS Chairmen. 







From :—CATRO (Memin) ‘Yo: —WLM.Minister, ADLAN, 


29/e/48 (05.02) Received 29/b/48 (06,30) 
30 of 27th \prAl, 1948. 


Addressed to Foreign Office televrem Noelkl. 
Repeated to Auman, 


Subject is supply of erms and ecripment to the Arab States, 
Following is a list of the mjar items of capital equipment 
ere ee 


(A) Serdal (3) Item (Cc) quantity 
STEN Gms 









Despatched 


Martars 3° 

6 Pomder Antietank Gms 

25 Pounder Guns 

Wireless Station No,19 
Wireless Station No.19 
Wireless Station 22 truck/Ground 
Motor 


Faure BRos 


A 
i 
Ruwenuw? 


Trailers 2 ton 2 whee 
(Set ~ Sie) 
22 KIIO(R)WATT 
Trailers 2 ton & wheel general 
Service 


Copy tore, 9/1014/18.~ 


(SFS/MYiL:). 2 
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Code, Cypher 
ee TELEGRAM 
—_ To Secretary of State 
HIGH CYMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE a *& 
22.44.48 at 2000 hrs. TON 


Despatched F . re GPP. 28281—15,000—8.8,47 





No.1091 Immediate 


Repeated Washington No. 281 
Ho.1137 


Damascus No.1138 itmm KY 


Saving: Memin (please pass to Ambassador C+in-G) 
Beirut. Amman. Jeddah. Aden. British / 


Consul Aleppo To he 


ZNCIDENTS APRIL 218T 1 fee 
4 


4. A Police armoured car with British driver and escorts 
transporting six Syrian prisoners to Alletiby Bridge for 
deportation to Syria was held up at Damascus Gate by 
approximately 100 armed Arabs who released the prisoners. 


2. On Jaffa-Jerusalem road Arabs held up a Post Office van 
and stole 14 sacks of mail in transit from Tel Aviv to 
Jer alem. 


3. At kilo 81 on the main Haifa-Tel Aviv road two British 
Soldiers were fired upon by unknown persons believed to be 
Jews while they were repairing their jeep. One was killed 
and one seriously injured. 


4. <A Police truck in Haifa was fired on by unknown persons. 
The British constable who was driving was fatally injured 


5. On the 20th April armed Arabs entered P.W.D. buildings 
in Jaffa and stole 4 trucks a water cart and other equipment 
of total valve of LP 10,000. 


6. In Bank Street Haifa one British Police sergeant was 
shot dead and nother wounded by unknown snipers. 


7. In other incidents casualties were: 
Arabs 1 wounded 
Jews 6 killed 9 wounded 


(Mr. Fox Strangways) 
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Repeated to Washington 297 (for UKDEL) Nem 66 (for 
Ambaesedor end C-in-C) Demescus 1207 Beirut 1208 
(Saving) Amman Aden British Consul aleppo. 


Incidents 25th Pert Two. 


At O710 26th April hesvy Jewish morter stteck 
sterted on “ANSHIEH and 4daMI querters of Jaffe slso on King 
George Avenue BUSTRAS Street end .10 City nesr port. 

There wes e lull chortly efter 0900 but st 1000 the mortaring 
sterted egsin end was still continuing st 135. 


2. Gonsiéereble numbers of Arabs evecuated affected 
Perts of town, moving in direction of JABALIYEH quarter. 
Cesualties so far known 2 Arabe snd 2 Jews killed end 64 srebs 
wounded. One only telephone operator reusining et work in Ia 
Ge P.O. 


3. Jaffe/Jerusslem road neer MIKVEH ISRAKL Colony 


just outside Jaffe wes cut by Jews vho held the bresk with x 
ermoured Gers. Hresk has now been repeired end roed is agein , z 
pesseble for wheeled treffic. / “a 

4 


ke At midday 25th April Jewish steff of LYDIA sirport 
welked out teking with them pert of radio equipment. Redio now 
out of ection except ground to sir in vicinity of sirport. 
hesteurent eteff leaving. Most of Areb steff still st poste. 
Control tower still being opersted. Militery now moving in to 
sirport building. 


be Leter report Jaffee Situstion now quiet but tense. 
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Bore, ee , ak 7H 
4 a Ne Sol | antl of State. 


Shelpelide at 2150 hrs. u YB, 


No. 1138 Secret. ted to \ashington No. 298( please oes to 
iL) HO. 1215, MEMIN GAIRO Mo. 66, (Please 

pass to Ambassador, O-in-C) Beirut jo. 216, 

Demescus No. 1217, anc Saving: AMMAN Jeddah 
British Consul Aleppo, Aden, Saghdad. 


ia the 2); hours ended midday 25th April JERUSALd ey her 
otiice dealt with 79 repeat 79 telegrams. Your of these by 
thenselves contained 3600 groups. 


2e Grateful for every efiort to curtail telegraphic correspond- 
ence and to send telegrams in clear hhenever possible. in existing 

conditions in JKRUGALSY it is not repeat not likely that we shall. 
be able maingoda volume o: work quoted above. 


3e You will have seen tro my telegre: 1103 (not tosll) that 
transaicsion after 5th May will be through foreign vffice untS 
here. I underatend that this unit ean handle « daily maxeum 
of 5000 repent 5000 groups only. 


(Mr. -ox-Strangways) 26/4/48 
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Be On night 2$th/26th /ikA vidlage south of His was 
morterved b, Jews. VUasuslties not kmown. Half town (uiete 


De an Amy staghound vebicic wee stolen in Jerusalen on 
26th \prile 


10. Armed arabs stole the two ilre engines and «ll the 
equi ment of the Jerusalen Fire -rigade on 25th april. 


il. in other incidents cawwmities re .orted werete 
Jews wounded 5 
Arabe wourmed 10, 
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fs; art fe 
From!— ,M.Minister, AMMAN, = - To :— 8.0F 0. 


Despatched 30/4/48 (12,15) Received 
of 50th test, 194.3, 





PALESTINE, b+ 
i Ys 
Your telegram io, 264 Cot 28th April, 1948). 


Please pass to Jerusalem the following translation of King 
Abdullah's reply to the Truce Commission;=- -— Begins, 


"To the Palestine Truce Committee emaneting from the United 
Nations Orgenisation, 


I am in receipt of your telegram, Aggression is being 
directed by the Jews against villages and big towns but if you 
guarantee that there shall be no aggression from their pert then 
no aggression shall come from our part, We have advised them, of 
what they are aware, to be citizens in Palestine who enjoy the 
same rights as we do and have the same obligation as we. 


It is knowm that the Arab nation including her member states 
of the United Nations Organisation have rejected partition as well 
as the establishment of a Jewish state which would compete with the 
Arabs for their sovereignty in their homeland, 


In addition to Jewish aggression, we have to inform you that 
thousends of Arab refugees, men and women, have flooded our 
kingdom, the Egyptian kingdom, Syria and the Lebanon, which fact 
necessitates the erection everywhere of camps for accommodating 
them, . Purthermore the Jews have announced a national administra- 
tion at Heifa and are trying to prove the existence of a Jewish 
state in order to confront the world with an accomplished fact, 
All these facts are contradictory to the decisions of the Security 
Council regarding a truce, You my compel them to remove every 
aggression and abandon the idea of esteblishing the Jewish state 
thus mking it possible for establishment of peace in the Holy 
Land,Abdulleh" Ends, 


( HA). 
We Bor, DI749, 75m te 3 sores 10/47, 


- 


—— 


To the Palestine Truce Committee emanating from the 
United Nations Organization. 


I am in receipt of your telegram, Aggression is being 
directed by the Jews against villages and big towns but if you 
guarantee that there shall be no aggression from their part then 
no aggression shall come from our part. We have advised them , of 
what they are aware, to be wttte. in Palestine who enjoy the 
same rights as we do and have the same obligation as we. 

It is known that the Arab nation including her member states 
SP onstea Nations Organization have rejected aa as well as the 
establishment of a Jewish state which would cape with the Arabs 
- auexr their sovereignty in their homeland. 

In addition to +e Jewish aggression, we have to inform 
you that thousands of Arab refugees, men and women, have flooded our 
kingdom, the Egyptian kingdom, Syria and the Lebanon, which fact 
necessitates the erection everywhere of camps for accommodating 
them. Furthermore the Jews have ennounced/ national administration at 
Haifa and are trying to prove the existence of a Jewish state #e +2 odo 5 
confront worl with je accomplished fact. All these facts are 
contradictory to the decisions of the Security Council regarding « 
truce. You may comell them to remove every aggression and abandon 
the idea of establishing the Jewish state thus making it possible 


for establishment of peace in the Holy Land. 


(Sga) Abdullah, | 
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Clear 
Fromi— i, )i,Minister, AMAN, To:—High Commisetongn, JERUSALEM. 


>> 


Despatched 30/1/48 (12,30) Received 
= 


Your message No.1295 (of 30th April, 1948). 

The report you refer to is clearly an echo from the 28th, 
The situation at Jisr Majami is now quiet and no action of the 
nature suggested is threatened,by Transjordan, Any further 
firing by Jews into Trensjardan territory would however be 
replied to by Transjordan post on the bridge. 


(Despatched via R.A.F, Signels et 12,30 = H.DeLel. 30/%4/48)e 


(ASK/HIN/HA). 


WA. 27078. D174. Tim tn 3 sores 10/47, 


(w/T) 
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Pear x : 
Fromi— HeMe Minister, AMMAN To:— F,0O. LONDON 






Despatched 30. 41948 (19,32)  Raontweckx 







No. 266 MOST IMMEDIAT@ SOth April, 1948. 








MOST IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 266 
of April 30th repeated for information to 


Ukdel New’ York No.19 


Baghdad Noe 42 
Beirut - Noe50 
Cairo No. 45 
Damascus No. 30 
Jedda Noe2l 
Be Melie Co No.35 
Jerusalem No. 39 


SECRET. 
Your telegram No.277 and my telegram No. 261. 


Following is repetition (para 2 first sentence) 
asked for. 


Quote An undertaking by the Egyptian Government 
to engage the Egyptian army in southern 
Palestine unquote. 

Foreign Office please pass to Ukdel New York, 


Jedda end Jerusalem as my telegrams 19, 21 and 39 
respectively. 


We, 27078, D1749, 75m In 3 sores 10/67, 
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Bi : 


(s/ioaes) | TELEGRAM. fF 
Cypher (ID/OTP ) & : 


From :— Hele Ambassador, BACHDAD,. HeMe Minister, ANMAN. 


Received 3004648 (13.20) 





Despatched 30.448 (15.22) 
No. 61 of SOth April, 1948, 





IMIUDIATS. 
SECRET. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 467 
of April 30th repeated for information to B.M.ue0-, Cairo, 
Jerusalem, Washington, Amman, Beirut, Jedda, Damascus. 


e 


» 


Jerusalem telegram No.83 to (1) Cairo. 
PALESTINS. 


I feel bound to repeat the warning in para 3 
of my telegram No.453. If His Majesty's Government 
decide to abandon the Mandate or ‘chile retaining 
the Mandate) te evacustien -f Jerusalem before 
May 15th it is in my view imperative that we give two or 
three days private warning to the Iraqi and other (1) 
Arab Governments. Bven if the truce hadbeen arranged 
in the comparatively#small area of the old city, the 
evacuation of the rest wighout (1) warning would lead 
to accusations by all circles here of treachery to 
the Arabs end it will be said that further advantage 
has been given to the Jews since only our repeated (1) 
representations have prevented the movement of sad 
forces until now. The complete falsity of this idea 
will not prevent it obtaining (12 wide credence. 

In such a case there would certainly be (1) attacks 
on the Jews here and probably on British subjects too. 


W.27078, 01749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 2 
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(8/1014/48) | / TELEGRAM ie) 
TELEGRAM. s 


Cypher (ID/OTP) & 


From:— Se of Se Foreign Offiges):- HeMe Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON. 


Received 2924.48 (21.20) 





Despatched 29,4248 (21.15) 
No. 263 of 





28th April, 1948, 





Addressed to Ammen telegram No.263 (1) of 28th 
April, repeated to Ukdel New York, Baghded, Beirut, 
Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, BeMeH.O., Jerusalem. 


Your t legrams Nés. 230 (not to allsddressees) 
and 234. 


You will now have seen from my telegram No. 1726 
to Ukdel New York that it has been decided that the date~ 
for the termination of the Mandatemust stand at May 15the 
In these circumstances there is no possibility of our 
consenting to any arrangements by which King Abdullah 
might be able to intervene (1) in Palestine before 
May 15th. We have been considerably embarassed 
by unfriendly reports that he had already done so. 


Ze If you are short of other arguments, you might 
perhaps consider saying to him that nothing would so 

well suit his ill-wishezs both amongst the Arabs 

and amongst the Jews if he were involved in tro@ble 
withthis government owing to some precipate action which ~ 
he might take. 


aes 


W.27078. D1749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 










(S/1014/48) _LELEGRAM. 2 > 


Cypher ( N/OTP) 


Gdearx 
From :— Se: Of Se FeOw LONDON To :—HeMe Minister, AMMAN. 


Received30s 4048 (15.35) 





Despatched 30. 4.48 
No. 276 of SOth April, 1948. 










MOST IMMIsDIATE. 


Addressed to Amman telegrem No.276 of 50th April 
repeated for information to Cairo Baghdad, Beirut, 
Dam:scus, Jedda, BeMeEeOee Yd) 

L007 


My telegram No. 269 NAZARET He 


According to information since received a 
British unit was due to take up position in Nazereth 
on April 29th to maintain communication on the Haifa- 


Nazareth-JENIN (1) road. 


— 


W.27078, D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 









(s/lo14/as) TELEGRAM. 


Cypher (M/OTP) \ 


Cemex 
Gleaxx & 


From:—S- of 3. for Foreign To:—Helie Minister, AMMAN 
Affairs, LONDON : 








Despatched 29.4.48 (22.25) Received 29.4248 (22.30) 









No. 268 of 29th April, 1948, 









SICRET. 


Addressed to Amman telegram No. 268 of 
April 29th repeated for information BeMete Tey Cairode 
Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, Cairo. 


On April 27th the Trans jordan Minister called 
and hended me a message from King Abdullah urging that 
British troops should remain in occupation and protection 
of Jerusalem, NAZARNTH and BETHLEHEM (1) until 
May 15th. 

Be The message also asked us to. meke available 
to Transjordan a three months sunply of certain eil 
products for civil use only to be importe from 
Abadan to AQABA()), At the end of three months the 

I. PeG. would havé maie adequate arrangements for the 
Supply of petrol (1) from (1)Irag. 

Se The Transjordan Minister also asked for 
export licences to be granted for two more (1) 
RAPIDS and four PROCTORS all for civil purposes. 


4. I und rtock to look into all these questions 
urgently. 





yf. fut on Ae VS baal 


W.27078. DI749. 75m le 3 sorts. 10/47. 








(s/1014/48) AN ELEGRAM. 


Cypher (M/OTP) 
Codex 





‘SD 


2Gtoaxx & 
From:— Se of Se Foreign Officdy :--HeM. Minister, 
LONDON. Ammeane 


Received 29¢ 4048 (22.30) 





Despatched 29.24.48 (21.30) 
of .« 





29th April, 1948. 








SUCRET. 


Addressed to Amman telegram No.269 of 
April 29th rep@ated for information to BelieHeOe, 
Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, Cairo. 


My immediately preceding telegrams’ 


The position is as follows: JERUSALEM. 

It has already been ar.anged that British troops 
shall remain there until May 15th NAZARET Wand 
BETHLEHEM.(/ There have never been British garrisons 
therdand it would not be practicable at this stage 
in the evacuations to send garrisons there now. 


2e If you think it likely that information about 
Nazareth and Bethlehem msy cause “ing Abdullah to 
atsempt to send the Arsb Legion there before May 15th 
you may consider it advisable to delay re lying to 

the King's message on the lines of my preceding para. 
for a few days. I shall not be replying to 

the Trans jordan Minister here until I am in a position 
to answer all questions raise’ by him in his interview. 


W.27078, D1749, 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 


(w/t) 
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30/4/48 (20.00) Received 1/5/48 (08,00) 
of 30th april, 1948, 


Despatched 





DEDIATE, 
RESTRICTED, (1) 


GIANT, 


Folloving received from UKDEL New York telegram No.1310 of April 
29th - Begins, 


Repeated for informtion to Jerusalem, Washington, 


Following telegram has been received by the Secretary-Generel 
from the Consuler Commission, = Begins, 


The members of the Commission(1) received their instructions 
at noon April 26th and met the same afterncon, The next meeting 
of April 27th when the technical aspects of the Commission's 
work (? was omitted) discussed. (2 mt.gps.) possibilities of 
telegrephic communications perticulerly with the Security Council 
recognised end (2 gps.undec,) decided, The Commission recommended 
thet the Security Council should drew the attention of the British 
delegetion (? to omitted) this point. The meeting of Arab and 
Jewish representatives was scheduled for the afternoon, The 
Representatives of the Jewish Agency met while the represent:tive 
of the Arab Higher Committee Jerusalem AIMED HILMI Pasha declined 
on the grounds thet he was not entitled to speak on behalf of the 
Areb Higher Committee, er ne action from the Security 
Council desirable to - sibly means) "responsible Arab 
representatives to meet the Commission," The informstion of 
various sources indicate(1)s the Transjordan Parliament declared 
general mobilisation and the forces are expected to march into 
Palestine. 


Sec 
Iragi troops reported (Ste - possibly means) "Joining the 


Trans jordan/see2 
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Trensjordan trogos". Commission(l]) (gpeundec.) werning telegram 
to King Abdulleh is sent in clesr ends, 


2, At the(1) privete meeting of the security Council on April 
29th the French representative suggested that the text of the 
tele:rem wes cleer enough to justify the Council in esking the 
representstive of the Areb Higher Committee here to arrenge for 

en Areb representative to participate in the discussions in 
Jerusalem, The Syrian representative said that the representstive 
of the Arab Iligher Committee had no authority to nominate snyone, 
but that he could no doubt telegraph to the Arab Higher Committee 
asking thst « representative be made available, 


3,  YPARODI slso reised the question whether in view of the 
possibility thet the Arab States might shortly(]) intervene with 
armed forces, the Security Council should not address a(l) 

warning to the Arab Governments, The Syrian representative main= 
tained that so long as(1) the United Kinijom Mandate continued it 
was not for the Security Council to act until the Mandatory 
Goverment asked it to do so, X:ammy In any case the Areb States 
would take no action until they had seen what decision the 

General Assembly on the *alestine(1) troubles was to be. In 

the circumstances the Council would not be justified in sending a - 
warning. I informed the Council that:H.M.G, in the United Kingdom 
had made strong representations in the Arab capitals including 
Amman ageinst any military(1) action on the part of the Arab States. 


4 As regerdsthe difficulties of telegrephic communication between 
the Consular commission and the Security Council I undertook to ask 
the High Commissioner(1) Jeruselem to teke(]) every me: sure open_to 
him to facilitate trensmission of the messages. 


PID RR RO SRD CL Smee em ewe 
(3s/n1/iL.). 
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Despatched 30. 4.48 ( 17. 37) Received 3024. 48 ( L7. 55) 


of 










SOth April, 1948. 





IMMSDIATE. 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.575 of April 30th 
Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda (1), Amman, 
BeMeleCe repeated for information to Jerusalem, 
Ukdel New York, Washington. 


New York Delegation telegram No.1310 to me. 

Please represent urgently to the Government of 
the country to which you are accredited and to AZZAM 
Pasha if you are in touch with him the d sirsbility of 
fully qwalified Arab representative being available 
immediately to enter into discussions with the 
Security Council in Jerusalem. 


Se 
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From:—S+ Of S» Foreign Office ,, : 
LONDON. 6:4 Minister, AMMAN. 





Despatched 290 4 48 (22. 10) Received 29. 4. 48 (22. 30) 


of 29th April, 






1948. 





SECRET. 


Following received from Washington telegram 
Noe 2027 of April 28th. 


Begins. Repeated for information to Ukdel 
New York, BeMeieOe, Cairo, Damascus, Beirut, Amman, 
Jedda, Cairo, Baghdad, Jerusalem 


Your telegram Noe4609 to Jerusalem. 


As MARSHAL]. was svendiing the day at CAPITOL 
and could not reccive me until tomorrow I saw LOVETT 


today. 


He said that the United States delegation at 
(1)Lake Success was doing its utmost to get the Jewish 
and Arab agreement to a truce and had made some progress. 
The Jews-had agreed, On the other hand the Arab 
delegations's attitude had been less cooperative in 
that they had gone no further than assenting last night 
to a truce in respect of the old walled city. This did 
not satisfy the Americans who were insisting upon a 
truce to cover the whole of Jerusalem Zhe Arabs 
had telegraphed for fresh instructions. 


3. He did not think it possible fa United Stetes 
Government to do more then was already beéng done 
with the Jews upon whet sustained pressure was being kept. 


He hoped / 
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He hoped you would be willing to pub pressure on the 
Arabs in particular upon Abdullah wisese ebout who . 
military intentions eo Monet ims “) 


4. I was able to show him Jerusalem telegram 

Noe 1170 to Colonial Office which went some way to 
allay his fears and he admitted (1) he had nothing 
from the American representative in@Jerusalem to suggest 
Abdullah was in fact on the war path. I told him we 
were making every effort to keep the Arabs quiet 

and that fresh instructions in this sense have 

been sent to His Majesty's Representatives in the 
Arab states (1). On the occasion he persisted 

in his request that in exchange for the present 
American pressure on the Jews you would keep up 
parallel pressure on the Arabs. 


/ 


Mee 
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From :-Se Of Se for Foreign Affajna. He Me Minister, AMMAN. 


LONDON. 


Received 1.5.48 (10.40) 










Despatched 30.4.48 (18.55) 
of 30th April, 1948, 









CONFIDENTIAL. 


Following received from Ukdel New York 
telegram No.1304 of April 29th repeated for information 
to BeMelieOceg Cairo, Damascus, Cairo, Beirut, Amman, 
Jedda, Baghdad, Jerusalem, Washington. y 


CIANT. Zi 
Washington telegram No.2027 para 2 PALESTINE. 


LOVETT'S account of the progress of the truce talks 
is misleading. There are twosets of truce (mut. gr) 
negotiations in progress. 


(a) The truce commission appointed by the Security 
Council is working both in Jerusalem and informally 
here : a truce for the whole of Palestine. 


TJ 
(b) tohe Trusteeship Council is endeavouring 
to securde truce for Jerusalem 


a. 46 The Arabs have agreed to a truce for the old 
city of Jerusalenand a final reply is now awaited from 
the Jewish Agency whose attitude is so far favourable, 
The Arab Higher Committee have taken the position that 
a truce covering the entire Jerusalem municipal area 
is not practi:able unless the truce extsnis to the whole 
country. The Jewish Agency consider it would be 
practicable if it incluced the approaches to the 


city / > 
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- Page 2 - 


city necessary for the maintenance of supplies. 


Se So far as the truce negotiations for the whole 
of Palestine sre concerned, the Arab delegates here are 
cooperating in the search for a formula. On the 

other hand Silver GEES on behalf of the Jewish 

Agency issued last night the statement contained 

in my immediately preading telegram, We are told 

by the Agency that this statement waw occasioned 

by an optimistic reference to the possibility 

of a truce made yesterday by MARSHALL at a press 
conference. 


Fo ghee: Oni, Coeee, 
caeaas htek 27 " 
bp ee e. 2, r Upeb-s 
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CONFIDENTIAL. (1) 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.581 of April 30th 
and to Baghdad, dJedda, Beirut, Damascus - 
repeated for information to BeMele0., Ammen, Washington 
and Ukdel New York. 


My telegram No.282 to Amman. 


You should reinforce your previous representations 
to the Government to which you ere accredited (er—unted-) 
giving them an urgent and serious warning on the lines 
42, 3, and (1) 4 of my telegram under reference 


a 


he 
2. I am repeating to you maversiayye lene te ; 
the High Commissioners in reply to a telegram tres him 
asking what policy he should sdopt with r.gard to 
the Arab incursions. 


He 


W.27078, D1749. 75m ln 3 sorts. 10/47. 








(8/1014/48) LTELEGRAM. ii 


Cypher (ID/ORP) ; A 7 





2Coxiax 
Chemex 


From :— Hehe Ambassador, To:—HeMe Minister, 
Baghdad, Amman, 


(17.40) Received 1. 5e 48. 


oflst. May, 1948. 









Despatched 1.5.48 






UNMBDIATL. 
CONFID NTIAL. 


Addre..sed to Foreign Office télegram No.471 
of May lst. repeated for information to Amman, Beirut, 
Damascus, Jedda, Cairo, Bel.lieOe, Washington, Ukdel 
New York and Jeruselem 


, 


Your telegrams Nose575 and 561 to Cairo. 


I spoke as instructed to the Minister for 
For:ign Ad€fairs this morning, laying particular stress 
on para 2 of your telegrm No.282 to Amman. He assured 
me that there was no present intention of sending 
Arab forced into Palestim before the 15th of May. 
In hic view the Arab Governments should conduct their 
policy on every subjectfnd in e ery way in peave and 
harmony with His +hiajesty's Government. The Iraqi 
Government had no desire to embarrass the British 
authobitied in Palestine in any way and wished 
above all to avoid clasbes with Eritish eeees, but in the 
face of Jewish aggression and, he tried to add, but I would 
not allow him, the discriminstion of the British 
authorities, the Arsb states might feel bound to act (1). 
These were his personal views; he would report my 
representations inmcidistely to the Cabinet. 


Foreign Offi:-e please pass to Ukdel and 
Washington as my telcc:oms Nosel4 and 5C respectively. 


VA. 
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From:— Memin, CAIRO To :-HeMe Minister, AMMAN 
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28.4.48 (23.02) 







Despatched Received 286448 (06.30) 





of 28Th April, 1948. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.142 of 
April 28th repeated for information to Jerusalem, 

Beirut, Damascus, Amman (1), Baghdad, Jedda, Washington, 
Ukdel New York. 


My despatch Noe31/23/3 March 4th copied to 
Jerusalem only: PALESTINE. 


I have just received visit from AZZAM Pasha 
who came to the draw the attention of His Majesty's 
Government to the situation in Jaffa. He reminded me 
of the letter addressed to him on February 16th by 
eee Claybon which transmitted a reply to 
his(/request (that - mutil) some troops of the Arab 
Legion might be sent to Jaffa to prevent an ultimate 
Jewish (1)coup. Brigadier Clayton informed him in 
sccordance with information (2) received from High 
Comnissioneryderusaiem that it was no® possible 
to station the Arab Legion units in Jaffa but there were 
two companies of British troops stationed (1) there 
which should allay the fears of,inhabitants. 


260 Azzam said that he is now receiving hourly 
appeals for help from (1) the inhabitants (1) of Jaffa 
where accordi.g to him oe eyeecs the yl 
in progress He accordingly renewe eques ’ 
units (1) of the Arab Legion might be*permitted to 


protect the city until May 15th. 
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From :— H.M.Ambassador, BAGHDAD, ‘J»:—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 









27/4/48 (19.25) Received 28/4/48 (05,30) 
57 of 27th April, 1948. 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe453 of April 27th, 
Repeated for informetion B.M.2.0., Jeruselem, Amman, Demascus, 
Beirut, UKDEL New York and Jedda, 


PALESTINE. 


Anti British events in Palestine are having inevitable and 
dangerous reaction here, All our Iraqi friends say public opinion 
is becoming increasingly Anti British and that this feeling is 
shared by all responsible opinion as well, The main line is that 
British authorities are to blame for the unfortunate situation in 
which the Arabs find themselves, The argument is that the Jews 
acquire their present superiority in arms and equipment, including 
ormoured cars, under the British Mandate, The British authorities, 
if they did not supply this equipment, are guilty of having allowed 
the Jews to acquire it, The British should now help the Arabs in 
order to redress the balance, The criticism in regard to Haifa is 
that we abandoned the tomm without warning the Arab Governments. 
Our friend pointed out thet the ebandonment of Jaffa or Lydda to 
the Jews would lead to very serious trouble, 


2. We have done our best with the informetion at our disposal 

and on the basis of the telegrams from the Haifa Commissioner et 
Jerusslem to counter the above arguments and keep the Ireqi(1) 
suthorities(1) informed of the true picture but the Arabs sre 

so accustomed to blaming someone else for the(1) results of their 
own FECKLESSNESS end rdmitted(1) arrogance(1) together thet our 
remarks heve I regret to say little effect, The Arebs know in their 
heert of hesrts thet they are themselves largely to blame and indeed 
some newspapers have admitted this but this mkes them(1) #11 the 
more ready to throw the bleme(1) on to use 


Sfeace 
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3. If between now and May 15th it is possible to inform the Iragi 
Government in advance of any important decisions which are likely 
to be taken internally in Palestine I think this might help, 
Many observers here are in grave fear of a pogrom and this risk 
will(1) contffue even after May 15th, In the ‘present state of 
feeling about Palestine the Police could not be relied on to defend 
naan) persons and refugees(1).(1) If a pYogrom-were to 

EL, 


begin in Baghdad British subjects would certainly be in danger. 


lee The Iraqi Government is already being pressed to order I,P.C. 
to stop pumping oil to Haifa, This pressure must be expected to 
increase if the Arabs suffer further reverses. 


Foreign Office please pass to UXDEL New York +s my telegram 
No.9. 


(Pa/JPS/HIM). 


Ag? 
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MOST IMMEDIATE, 
Following received from Palestine = Begins, 





Addressed to Amman telegram No,1289 of April 29th, 
Repeated to Secretary of State, Baghdad, Beirut, Damscus, Jedda, 
Cairo, B.M.E.0. Cairo, Washington ond UKDEL New York. 


I heve been informed to-dey that the settlement of CESHER 
Nr.JISREL MAJA has been «attecked by the Areb Legion using 25 
pounders.(1) I have not yet had this confirmed but it seems true, 


2. As you will know by(1) the intervention of British troops 
and the Air Force end threets of using the air mepsoes TELAVIV, 
Jeffa hes just been saved from being overrun by Jews who(1) asked 
for e truce at 14,00 to-day and hove gone back to their original 


position, 


3. I trust you will point out (? gpeomitted) Majesty if the 
informetion about Gesher is true, or in similar circumstances, in 
what a difficult position he is plecing me.(1) ‘The Jews are bound 
to ask for the same protection if it is given to the arebs in Jaffa 
and in equiXty it is difficult to find an excuse for not giving 

it to them as long as the mandate (? gpeomitted) and we have to do 
what we can to prevent violence, He may no doubt mention DEIR YASSIN 
and Haifa.(1) On these two occasions we were not MILITARILY in a 
position to act {much(1) to my personel regret, but for your om 
informstion we are being reinforced and(1) I hope will be able to 
act more (widely = Sic) in future if we(I) (? think it omitted) 
necessary, You will no doubt realise that I am in no way uttering 
a threat and T am sure you will be sble to explein the matter in 
such a way that no threat will be(1) mde, 


ewe 


(Hia/ru/it). 
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From :—S- of Se Foreign Office To:--HeMe Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON. 





Received 1.5.48 (02. 15) 





Despatched 30.24.48 








1948, 


of 30th April, 





MOST IMMEDIATE. 
CONFIDENTIAL. ; aie 


Addressed to Amman telegram we April 30th 
repeated for information to Baghdad, ut, Damascus, 
Jedda, Cairo, BeleH-O., Washington, U 1 New York and 
Jerusalem. . 


Jerusalem telegram No.1289 to you. 
' 
This inc¢dent is no doubt the same as referred to 
in your telegram No. 259. If so, I accept the fact (1) 
that the Arab Legion acted under Jewish provocation. 
Nevertheless you should at once speak to King Abdullah 
on the following lines. 


2. Our determined and effective intervention at Jaffa 
(? has omitted) perhaps shown the Arabs that we are now 
both able and willing to deal with the major breaches 

of the peace in Palestine with all the resources at 

our disposal. Our action on these lines must however 

be impertial-i.e. we must repress disorder or aggression 
to the best of our ability from whatever source is 

comes. We are bound therefore to take the most 

serious view of any attack on Palestine territory 

from beyond he frontier. 


Se Apart from this evident duty which we shall 
endeavour to fulfil with all 2) the means in our power(1) 
until May 15th we would very deeply regret (1) any 


action b 
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action which might be taken by the Arabs or by Jews 

whoch would it make it more difficult to secure 

agreement on a truce for Jerusalem for which the 

prospects now seem rather brighter and which we would hope 
might be the prelude to a more satisfactory state of 
affairs for the whole country. 


4. If as seems- likely to have been the case 

in the JISR EL MiJAMI incident the Arab States are 
provoked by Jewish action (1) in Palestine the correct 
cougpse is not to retaliate by aggression against 
Palestine territory but : 


(A) immediately to inform the High Coimissioner 
in order that he may consider immediate action 
against the Jews who may be responsible in 
Palestine and 


(B) to inform the Security Council in New York 
of the incident and ask them to investigate 
the Jewish action and teke measures to stop ite 
This would greatly strengthen the Arab position 
internationally and would (2) (if) the facts 
were substantiated provide them with the most 
useful kind of publicity. 


I put this point to the Transjordan Minister 
to-day. 
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of 1st. May, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.229 
repeated to Cairo, Baghdad, Je da, (20, Beirut, 
Memin, Amman, Washington, U.K. (1) Del New York. 


SECRET. } 
at 
Your telegram No.581 to (2) Cairo. 


I have spo:en to the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and he wrote down full details of the 
text of what I said undertaking to inform (1) the 
President. 


Qe With regard to action (a) suggested para 4 

of your telegram No.282 to Ammen he said the Jews were 
at the moment redoubling their aggression of Jerusalem 
and that any action Q) taken by the Arabs was in self 
defence. With regard to action (b) hersimsrks? thet 
the Syrian representative of the Security Council was 
never faseene to (1) draw the Council's (1) attention 
to thes ation but nothing happened. Nate cons 


Se When the Minister reverted to Avhat had 
happened at Haifa I drew his at-ention/to Jaffa and also 
spoke of the action taken at (gr. undéc) s H@ll Acre 
and at Sheikh JARRAH in Jerusalem. 


4. Both at the beginning and end of the 
conversation I said that I was giving serious warning. 

(London only) F.0. please pass to Ukdel and 
Washington as my telegrams 50 and 25 respectively. 
(Cairo only) pass BellelieOe O86 my telegram 98. 


4 A zi 
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Fromt—HeMs Minister, AMMAN T0:—F.eO. LONDON. 


Despatched 1. 5.48 (17.25) Rereixek 


eof 1.5.48 





IMM2DIATE 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe270 of 
May lst. repeated for information to : 


Baghdad Noe 43d 
Beirut Noed1 
Cairo Noe47 
Damascus No.351 
Jedda Noe22 


Be Mele Oe Noe 56 
Jerusalem - ee 


SECRET. 
PALES TINE. 


Your telegrams Nose 26 


/ | 
\ 









y (4) [ g2 


and 276. 








» 268, 26 


l. From several remarks made to me by the Arab ~ 
leaders here during the last few days there seems to be 
@ general belief current that we would let Jerusalem _ 
fall into Jewish hands before the end of the Mandate, 
This was confirmed by Baghdad's telegram to you No.467 
(of 30.4.48). The existence of the belief was the 
principal cause of the urgem to intervene before the 
15th of Mey as no Moslem can contemplate the Holy Places 
falling into Jewish hands. Even the Prime Minister 

of Transjordan who is by far the steadiest and most 
sensible Arab here gets excited on that subsct. 


Qe In the circumstances I decided to impress upon 
the King and the Prime Minister this morning that the 
Mandate would not be terminated before the 15th of May 
and that a British garrison would remain in Jerusalem 


until / 


We. 27078. DI749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47, : ar 
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until that date. 


I explained that Bethlehem had always been 
covered from Jerusalem and I mentioend that, a detachment 
of British troops would be stationed at Nazareth. 

The. King's relief was so great that he embraced me. 


Se I also took the opportunity of suggesting that 
all energies should now be directed to securing a truce 
over Jerusalem as a whole. >» They all concurred in this 
-view. As regards abstainingyaction before the 15th of 
May, the King, Prime Minister and Azzam said this 

morning that this would probably be possible providing 
Jerusalem was safeguarded from Jewish domination. 


I spoke to all three together in strd@ng terms of the 
inadvisability of intervening before the end of the 


Mandate. 


Copy to:- S/1027/48, 


__¥ OM. 0170. Tom Wn 3 sore tye 
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Fromi— HeMe Minister, AMMAN To:—F.0. LONDON. 


ef 1, 5,48. 





IMMUDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.271 
of May lst. repeated for information to : 


Ukdel New York No. 20 


: Weshington No. 13 

Baghdad No. 44 

Beirut No. 53 

Cairo Noe 48 

. Damascus Noe 52 

Jedda Noe. 23 

BoMeEe Oc Noe 37 

Jerusalem No.e41 
CONFIDENTIAL. ch) 
j } 


PALESTINE TRUCE. 
Your telegramm No.575 (of $0.4.48) to Cairo. 
I have delivered.the message to the Trans jordan 


Government and to Azzam this morning. The matter 
is now being considered by the Arab leaders here. 


_Wa BOM D178, Tom tn 3 sores 101. 


(wW/T) 
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From :— Highcoma, JERUSALEM. To:—HeMe Mi nis’ tery ane 


Received 30¢4¢48 (11.40) 












2924.48 (19.10) 
of 29.4,48 


Despatched 











Addressed to Amman No.1286 reppated to 
Secretary of State No.1191. 


In view of the inevitable delay (1 
of Saving telegrams (1) and (1) since developments 
in Trans jordan especially at the present time are (1) 
of such extreme interest to this country 
I should be grateful if you would telegraph 
to me direct on any matter of impatance affecting 
Palestine. 
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LONDONe 


Received 2.5.48 (05.45) 





Despatched 1.5.48 (21.05) 
of lst. May, 1946, 








IViMDIATE. 


SECRET, >: (/ 
GIANT. & 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.588 of 
May lst. Baghdad, Amman, dJedda, Beirut, Damasc 
repeated for information to BeMeleO-, Washing 
Ukdel New York, 







Jerusalem telegram No. 150 o Ukdel New York. 
Please take action with the Government to 
which you are accredited and with argh Pashe if 
available, in support of the actiShi taken by the 
High Commissioner in Jerusalem and Secommended by him 
to the Ukdel. de do nok want to take sides in the 
controversy about the aréa of the truce for Jerusalem 
but in the present military circu istances the High 
Commissioner is clearly right in suggesting that it is 
to the Arabs advantage to accept a large area and 
you should press them to do this both on these grounds 
and on the grounds that they will greatly improve 
their position with public opinion internationally 
if they adopt a reasonable attitude on this question. 
+hey can easily do this without any prejudice to the 
eventual settlement. 


Re You cag indicate in support of this argument 
that while we are %s anxious to stop major fighting in 
Jerusalem 38 elsewhere we are not in such a strong 
position militarily to do so there as at Jaffa. 

™he Arabs should not rely on us to save them from 

the results of their own intransigesnce. 


3e you / 
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Se You should also use these arguments ~~ 
to reinforce the suggestion in my telegram No.575 to 
Catkro.e 


Copy to:= $/1027/48. 


et 


iN) 
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From:—S. of Se Foreign Office,/®-—HM. Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON. 

Despatched 105.48 (21,23) Received 205.48 (05.45) 
No. 287 of 1st. Key, 1948, 


IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Cairo, Baghdad, Ammen, Jedda, 
Beirut, Damascus, BeMele 0. 


TOP SECRET. 


Following received from Jerusalem eddressed to 
Ukdel New York telegram No.1306 of May lst. repeated 
for information to Secretary of State. BEGINS. 


There has been a 24 hour battle between the 
Arabs end Jews for the KATAMON area.Jerusalem which 
has terminated this evening in the occupation by the 
Jews of practically the whole of the area. The Arabs 
have asked the Military Commander to arrange a truce. 
In view of the fact that the Jews at Lake Suacess have 
been "TRUCIAL" fu over the whole municipal srea 
while the Arabs have not, I am attempting to make use 
of the Arabs request to persuade them to agree to a 
truce over the whole area, I should beglad if pressure 
could be brought to bear on JAMAL HUSSEINI and SH&RTOK 
at Lake Suacess along the same lines. For your own 
informetion we have only enough troops (1) in Jerusalem 
to intervene when our own communications ere threatened 
end hints cannot always stop those battles (1) outside 
the communications sreas quite apart from the 
undesirability of using artillery and sir in Jerusslem 
|Furthermore it is now clear in this typical house to 
house fiphting the Jews win every time. There seems 
therefore every advantage to accept the proposal. They 
i411 no doubt be courting upon the intervention of the 
Arab states but I must assume Paeenee by 
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His Majesty's Government and the Security Council 
will prevent this happening anyway before we leave 
and in that case the Jews would have control of the 
communications through Jerusalem which includes the 
only inland north and south route in Palestine before 
they arrived. 
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Fromi— HeMe Minister, AMMAN TJo:—F.0. LONDON e/ 








of lst. May, 1948, 






SECRET. 
Following for Burrows. 


1. During the last few days Amman has been a 
bedlam the like of which I have never yet experienced. 
I cannot attempt to record or report the numerous 
conversations which I have with the Arab leaders going 
over the same ground afains and again advocating 
caution, restraint and patience until the end of the 
Mandate etc. only to have all my work undone by 
desperate appeals for help from somewhere in. Palestine 
or by the arrival of a new batch of refugees with 

new rumours. In this atmosphere it is difficult 

to speculate mucly about the future but the following 
may be of interest to you. I dislike indulging in 
prophesy and I am, therefore, nob circulating this 
message to other posts. 


Qe It appears that apart from the Arab Legion 
the ergular forces which the Arab states feel able to 
put in the field will not repeat not be large. 

I gather that the first Iragi contingent is unlikely to 
be reinforced to any extent and the Iraqi general 
here has already expressed doubts about its adequacy. 
In spite of the Syrian Prime Minister's offer to send 
all his army and gendarmerie, I gather that the 
Syrian contingent is unlikely to be much larger 

than thet from Iraq, that is to say about brigade 
strength. The Lebonese contingent will be smaller. 


Azzam says that / 


TELEGRAM. 








Azzam says that Egypt willsend two mixed 
brigades now in Sinai about 7000 men in all. 
Saudi Arabia is not expected to send anyone. 


Tze’ Arab leaderd realise that all this does 
not constitute a formidable force and when its 
shortcomings in maintenance services and the shortages 
of fuel and ammunition are taken into account it is 
obvious that the avowed objective, the conquest of all 
Palestine, is probably too difficult a task. 


Se Bur for one thing I would anticipate that 
the Arab leaders would without serious fighting content 
themselves with consolidating the Arab areas of Palestine 
against further Jewish aggression. The one counter- 
attraction is Jerusalem which has hypnotyzed them all. 
They could resign themselves to an international 

control of Jerusalem indeed in their presenti mood they 
Would almost welcome it but the idea of Jerusalem in 
Jewish hands drives them beyond reason, There is a 

real possibility that if no alternative scheme for 
Jerusalem has emerged by the end of the Mandate the 

Arab forces will all concentrate in an attempt to 

secure that city. The results would be quite 
unpredictable but it would certainly seriously prejudice 
the original and reasonable plan of a ee with which 
Trans jordan started. I am encouraging Glubb to 

ropagand in favour of the following sequence. 

ts a truce for Jerusalem, (b) occupation of the Arab 
areas by Transjordan alone or by other Arab states too, 
(c) talks direct with the Jews in search of a compromises. 


4, Lastly / PeT.0O. 


_ Wh. 27078. 01749, Tim In 3 sores 10/7. - een algae 


- bn- 


4. Lastly, as a metter of interest, the other 5 
leaders here told the King that while determined to . 
sen@ their armies into Palestine they had no 

intention of leaving U.N.0O. 
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IMMEDIATH. re " | 
CONFIDENTIAL. , | 

Addressed to Foreign fice telegram Noe 232 
of May lst. 


Your telegram No.590 to Cairo. 
The alleged invasion of Palestine. 


. I have just seen the Acting MinisteMror 
Foreign Affairs who assures me that thereport of the 
invesion of northern Palestine is absolutely false. 

He had already heard the report (gr. undec.) described 
as part of the Jewish war of nerves. When I asked 

if the report could refer to volunteers crossing the 
frontier he said that no one had crossed. 


FeO. please pass. to Jerusalem, Washington, 
and Ukdel New York as my telegrams Nos.e92, 15 and 


32 respectively. 
Cairo please pass to BelMel.O- 95 my tel. No. 100. 
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IMMEDIATE. 





if 


Your telegram Noe590: Movements of Egyptian 
Army. 





CONFIDENTIAL. 
LIGHT. 





’ 


General HQ (1) ME.L.F. state that they 
have no kno.ledge of any movement of Egyptian units 
into (1) Palestine although about 1 Brigade is 
concentrated by (2) the frontier. I have spoken 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs who has conveyed 
to me a formal and categorical denial from the 
Ministry of Defence to whom he personally referred 


my enquiry. 
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. (8/1014/48) 11 ELEGRAM. | ?) 


Cypher ( ID/OTP) 


Code 
HewEX KL 


From :— HeMe Minister, BAMASCUS To:-H.M. Minister, AMMAN. 







Received 265248 (05.45) 








Despatched 1.5.45 (21.43) 
55 of lst. May, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 2350 
repeated Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, Jedda, Amman, 
Memin, Jerusalem, Ukdel New York, Washington. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
Your telegram No.575 to Cairo. 
The Consular Committee in Jerusalem. 


I have spoken to the Acting Minister for 
Foreign: Affairs who merely took a note of my remarks. 


asegat 
Sif 


W.27078, D1749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 


si eetead. 10) 





(8/1014/48) 
Cypher (ID/OTP) 
BAX 


Kieorx 
From:— HeMe Ambassador, CAIRO To :— Hele Minister, ANI 











Received 2. 5648 (05.45) 





Despatched 1. 5. 48 (21. 55 ) 
No. 48 of 1st. May, 1948, 






Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.557 
of May lst. repeated for information to Baghdad (1), 
Beirut, Damascus (1), Jedds, Amman, Jertsalem, 
Ukdel New York, Washington. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
Your telegram No.575: JERUSALEM TRUCK. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs undertook 
to take the matter up immediately in the sense desired 
He said that the truce was really more in the interest 
of the Arabs than the Jews since the Arabs were really 
almost completely without arms, 


FeO. please pass to Ukdel New York and 
Washington as my telegrams Nos.13 and 22 respectively. 


W¢.27078, D1749, 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 





(3/1014/48) __/ TELEGRAM. hal 


Cypher (M/OTP) 
Cemex 
es - K 


From:— Se of S. Foreign Officdo:—HeMe Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON. 


Despatched 3.5.48 (01.29) Received 3.8.48 (10,45) 


Cc) of 3.5.48 





MOST IMMEDIATE. 
TOP SECRET.& PERSON: 





Following received from Palestine No.1228 (1) 
of May 2nd Addressed to Ambassador Cairo telegram 
Noe9O (1) and Belle Be Co 

Repeated to Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, Baghdad, 
Washington, Ukdel New York (1), Secretary of State and 
Amane 


BEGINS. I understand you have bean informed 
that Arab forces moving across the frontier will be 
resisted. (1). You should know that the intention 
is to use strong air power for the purpose. As far as 
I am concerned there would be advantage in letting this 
be known but possibly the Foreign Office may @) 
wish to comment. ENDS. (2). 


¥ 
Soe ? 


W.27078, Di749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 











(s/1014/48) ;/ ~~‘ TELEGRAM. 
fir) 


Fromi— Hele Minister, AMMAN 7Jo;~ FeOco LONDON. 


Rasonimadkx 













Ne. 273 ImmDiaTs of 1.5.48 










IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 273 of 
May lst. repeated for information to :; 


Ukdel New York No.e2l 


Baghdad No. 45 
Beirut No. 34 
Cairo No.49 
Damascus Noe 33 
Jgedda No. 24 
BeMeEeO . No.e38 
Jerusalem / ~- No. 42 
SECRET. %) 
PALESTINE. \ 
— 


My telegram No.261 (of 29.4.48) about current 
events here. 


1. The Regent left for Iraq yesterday afterno n by air 
leaving his military representatives behind. 


The Prime Minister of Syria and the Chief of the 
Syrian General Staff arrived here by road the same 
afternoon. The visut was made of their own initiative 
and is a striking event after Syria's earlier refusals 


to treat Transjordan as ean equal. 


A representative of the Egyptian General Staff also ™ 
arrived lest night and all the military representat ives 
are now embarking on the examination of technical 
details as foretold in paragraph 6 of my telegram under 


reference / 


# We. 27078. D174, 75m In 3 sores 10/47. 





Transjordan is represented by Abdel Qader el Jundi 
and Glubb does not attend. 


20 The Syrian and Lebanese Prime Ministers have 
abandoned the idea of go@ng to Riyadh and I understand 
that en Egyptian official of the Arab League has gone 
there instead. : 


The Iragi Ministers returned here from Egypt 
with a scheme to induce King Abdullah to visit Beirut and 
Damascus accompanied by the Regent who was willing to go. 
The King flatly refused to do so and it was after his 
refusal that the Syrian Prime Minister decided to came 


to Amman. 


Se As was anticipated it was suggested at an carly 
stage that, as the Arab Legion was ready and on the spot, 
it should act at once without waiting for the other 

Arab forces to get into position. The Prime Minister 

of Transjordan made it quite clear that he would not act 
independently under the present decision in favour of 
joint intervention. He also insisted on Syria, the 
Lebanon end Egypt indicating now in clear terms the extent 
to which they would be able to help in men and equipment. 


4. The burning question at the emoment is Jerusalem 
and the leaders here are torn between the fear of the Jews 
acquiring control over all Jerusalem on the one hand and th 
realisation of their own unpreparedness and my reiteration _ 
thet nothing must bedone while the Mendate existed on the 
other hend, The positionzpotentially very dangerous 

and any indication thet a Jewish occupation of Jerusalem 
was imminent would probably resadlt in ill-considered 


action with a complete disregard of consequences. 


5. Azzam / 


Wt, 27078, D1749. 75m in 3 sorts 10/47. 





Azzam told me that he had two Egyptian brigad:s 
on the southern frontier of Palestine and asked whether 
the British troops’ at Rafah would intervene if the 

Egyptians moved into Palestine and how long the British 


5. 


proposed to stay at Rafah I replied as I understood 
the situation the British at Rafah would be bound to 
react to any move before the end of the Mandate. 

I had no knowledge of British plans about Rafah and was 
not likely to be given ‘any answer on the subject. 


meee UE. DING, Yom Se 3 corte HAO. 


(w/T) 
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Ghaxx = 

Fromi— HeMe Minister, AMMAN To:— Ham. F.O. LONDON. 













Despatched 2.5.48 (20.05) Raooivexk 
ef Ist. May, 1948, 















Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 275 
of May lst. repeated for information to : 


Ukdel New York No.e22 


B. Me Ee Oe Noe 39 
Baghdad Noe 58 SAVING 
Beirut Noe64 SAVING 
Cairo Noe635 SAVING 
Damas cus Noe 58 SAVING 
Jedda Noe 59 SAVING 


Jerusalem No. 74 SAVING 


SECRET. 
PALESTINE. 


The Prime Minister of Transjordan spoke to me 
on the lst. May about the position of Trans jordan after 
the withdrawal of British troops on the 15th of Mey. 


He said that he was convinced that U.N. 
would produce nothing of any assistance to Jerusalem 
by theend of theMandate and that even e force of 1000 
international police was formed by that date it would 
obviously be inadequate. 


He asked me to propose to you that the Arab 
Legion should be permitted to guard the Holy Places 
as internal security troops from the 15th of May until 
some satisfactory solution for the future of the city 
emerged from U.eNeQe in which event the Arab Legion 
would withdraw to the Arab areas. He thought that 
this proposal might be put to U.N.O. by the British 


Delegations a 


We, 270A, D174, 75m te 3 sorts 1/7. __ es meses 


TELEGRAM. 


of - Page 2 - 











2. I replied that it would hardly be possible 
for the British Delegation to take the initiative in 
putting forward such a suggestion. His Mejesty's 
Government could not make any arrangements for the 
future of Palestine after the end of the Mandate except 
in so for as they acted as one of the member states 


of UeNe Oc 


Moreover the proposal would obviously be 
represented as a trick of the British to perpetuate 
their own influence in Jerusalem through the army 


of a close ally. : 


I suggested that if the proposal was put 
to UeNeOe it should be done by the Arab. states which 


were its members. 


Se The Prime Minister took my points and promised 
to put the suggestion to other Arab states although 

he did not antigipate that they would sgree. He 
suggested that we might arrahge for the U.SeA. 
delegation to make the proposal. 


I promised, at his insistence, to inform you 
of his proposal but I did not hold out any hope 
of you being able to do anything. 


Foreign Office please pass to Ukdel New York 
as my telegram Noe22. 


‘We. 27078. DI749. 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 







TELEGRAM. 


(w/7) (S/1014/48) \f 


Fromi—HeMe Minister, AMMAN To:— FeO. LONDON. 


‘ 


Despatched 2.5.48 (20.05) Baesneax 7 


Ne. 276 ef 2nd May, 1948. ih 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Addressed to Foreign Office-telegram No. 276 
of May 2nd repeated for information to : 





Ukdel New York NO. 25 


Baghdad No. 46 
Beirut Noe 36 
Cairo Noe 50 
Damascus -—NOe 34 
Jedda : ite. 25 
BeMeleOo. , Gj No. 40 
2 Jerusalem G Noe 45 
Your telegram No.286 (of 30th April, 1948). 
1. I took action in the sense directed but so 


much has happened since the 28th of April that I was 
met with the attitude that the frontier incident at 

Jisr el Mejami was over and done with and that there 
was now more important problems to solve, 


‘ It was felt however that the machinery 
proposed in paragraph 4 of your message could hardly 
be related to existing conditions. 


2. I fear that there is little prospect of any 
further attacks by Jewish forces on Trans jordan 
territory or on Arab Legion personnel being accepted 
without riposte. 


In the incident in question it was only with 


the greatest difficulty that I prevented a physical 
attack across the fron ier. ab it was the °action was 


limited / 


Se eee eee 


TELEGRAM. 





- 2 = 


limited to silencing the Jewish fire by mortar shélls. 
Foreign Office please pass to Ukdel New York, 


Jedda and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos.23, 25, and 
43 respectively. 


TELEGRAM. 
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1a) 







(a 
Fromp— Hele Minister, AMMAN Tos FeO+ LONDON. @ 






Rosixakx 





Despatched 2,5,48 (19.0 
of 













2nd May, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram 
No.277 of May 2nd repeated for information to 
Ukdel New York No.24 







Washington No, 14 
Baghdad Noe47 
Beirut Noeds7 
Cairo No.51 
Damascus Noed5 
Jedda Noe 26 
Be Me He Oc / - Noe41 


Jerusalem ; NO244 


PALESTINE TRUCE. 


\ if 
My telegrom No.271° (of ist. May1948). 
The representatives of the Arab States here have 
authorised the Secretary General of the Arab League 
to send a representative to Jerusalem to meet 
Truce Committee. I have not yet heard of a nomination. 


Foreign Office please pass to Ukdel New York 
Washington, Jedda and Jerusslem as my telegrams 
Nose24, 14, 26 and 44 respectively. 


Copy to:- 8/1027/48. 


(ASK/MH) 


(S/1014/48) L/ TELEGRAM. - 


(Yb 


AL 
Clear g 
Fromp< Helle Minis$er, AMMAN Tos—F.0. LONDON. 











Noe. 278 ef 2nd May, 1948, 







Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.278 
of May 2nd repested for information to: 


Be Me lie Oe No. 42 
Cairo No. 52, 






PALESTINE HOLY PLACEB. { | [0 
Cairo telegram No.526 to you-{of 29th April). 

Azzam spoke to me on the precisely the same lines 

and asked me to convey the message to you. I need 


not repeat the details. 


Copy to:- S/1027/48. 


(ASK/MH) 


: We. 2OTE, 1749, 75m in 3 sores 10/47. 


(S/1014/48) ¢ a TELEGRAM. 





Fromi—HeMe Minister, AMMAN To:—F.0. LONDON. 


Despatched 25.48 (18. 10) Rexaixock 
ef 2nd May, 1948. 






IMMEDIATE. 
TOP SECRbT. 


i PALESTINE. a 


Following for Burrows. 


l. I have been given the following information 

in confidence and I shall be grateful if it could be used 
in a manner which conceals myself as the source. 

I believe it to be entirely reliable. ; 


2 The Arab leaders recent}y in Amman decided 
that- while they could not the offensive before the end 
of the Mandate they could not wait until then to move 
their troops into Palestine as this would give the 
Jews too great an initial advantage. 


Syrian, Iraqi and Lebanese troops in the guise 
of volunteers will theref6re enter Palestine territory 
on the 8th of May and take up positions in Arab areas. 
They will be ordered to avoid all conbact with British 
and Jewish forces before the 15th of liay. 


Se The position as regards the Egyptian troops 

is not so clear as it would be difficult to conceal their 
move forward in open country and they are nervous about 
the British forces at Rafah. The point of Azzam's 
question referred to in paragraph 5 of my telegram 

No.273 (of Ist of May, 1948) is now evident. 


4. As regards / 
ww) 


‘We, 27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/4. 


TELEGRAM. 





- page 2 - 


4a As regerdsthe Arab Legion the Prime Minister 
avoided the issue by pointing out to the other Arab 
leaders that the Arab Legion was already in position 
in Arab areas of Palestine. 


5. It was agreed that British representations 
on the subject should continue to be met by undertakings 
to do nothing before the end of the Mandate and that 
if the presence of the so-called volunteers in Palestine 
as discovered, the Arab Governments should deny all 


knowledge. 


£ ws GTS. D1749, 75m In 3 sorte 10/47. 








(s/1014/48) TELEGRAM. vf | 
Sigpher | Ms 


Fromi— H.eMe Minister, AMMAN Tor FL.o, LONDON.” ~ 







Despatched 2.5.48 (18,52) ~  2eseixek 
of 2nd May, 1948, 














MOST IMMEDIATE. 
Please pass following to Jerusalem MOST 

IMMEDIATE as my telegram No.45. BEGINS. 

Please regard the final paragraphs of 


today's telegram to you from King Abdullah 
as having been withdrawn 


(CMPG/iMH) 


‘We. 27079, D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 


(s/1014/48) )% TELEGRAM. 


Oypher ( | AQ 


Codexx Te 
| oe 


Fromi— Hebe Minister, AMMAN To:-— F.O. LONDON. i P 





Despatched 2.5.48 (24. 02) Bonedeedx . 
ef 2nd April, 1948, 





IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.281 
of May 2nd repeated for information to ; 


Ukdel New York No. 25 


Baghdad No. 48 
Beirut No. 38 
Cairo Noe 53 
Damescus No. 36 
Jedda No. 27 
Bele e Oe : Noe 43 
Jerusalem Noe 46—_ 


A 
SECRET. ; : \ Go 
GIANT. PALESTINE me“ : 
es 
'- Your telegram No. 286”(of 1.5.48). 


1. You will have seen from my telegram No. 270(of 
lst. May,1948) that prior to the receipt of your 
instructions I had spoken to the King and Prime 
Minister about extending the truce to all Jerumlem 


Re When I received your message I went to see the 
Prime Minister and he admitted that he and the King 
had failed to convince the others of the wisdom of 
this step, Azzam being the main sfumbling block, 

They thought that a truce over all Jerusalem 
would affect their fre:dom of action after the 15th. 


3. I sew Azzam this afternoon and after an hour's 
argument in which I had to overcome fantastic strategic 
considerations I feel that I have convinced him that 

it is in Arab interests to decure a truce over the 


whole / 


° We. 27078. 1749, Tsm In 3 sorts 10/47. 


TELEGRAM. 





whole Jerusalem Municipal area and to hope that 

the truce would persist after the 15th. Azzam even 
came to the point of saying that if the truce 
survived the end of the Mandate if might be possible 
for UeN.eOe to send someone to take over the 
municipal area, 


4. The three Arab nominees will be FAUZI MULKI, 
Transjordan Minister for Foreign Aifairs, TAQI EL DIN 
SOLE from the Lebanon and AHMED HILMI from Palestine. 


Foreign Office please pass to Ukdel New York, 
Jedda and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nose25, 27 and 
46 respectively. 


Copy to:- S/1027/48. 


We, 27078. D1749, 75m in 3 sorts 10/47, 





‘+ ddlé 
agit 


pg Lag spit jg)! LN yen SRE 


Jp lad! Late act Samy ll pj esl MM adlas Jl gs, yey! 
(oe Dy Lyte rope “Villy KM errenye AS begat well, 


> 





ops 


TVW os Vi golb-tr dolH 
VACA ULET ay Sih 


dag Ung yg) 1 aes Lodl peig cB Lae 


sig SN AML, pall opel! im apogee baad alg is Wein Ys 
eet yy Fe tee pe i Lee pile lel ll all poles 
FIN Vad gt Jame obtlcy till, pete Plas Why Fie pyle le 
Pgs Jl olay pepe ip ol Grave dae cla YI jlicl 
aN gt ys glee aE SONS Aaah ge Pag ORE eal hay 
+ Lael, gle Sley ah srl nee iy pall Chybaclioy ppt) ast api! 


ly V wees Stee b) ype! i aslo g 


| MESSAGE FORM p30) 
WIT Offige Serial No. (>> % ] 
Cipher @@ « Serial No. w/S 








Special Instructions ! Indication of Priority 
Y¥ ioaN J wre e9 Lua 


. j j 


1 re FIORW “ : a 4 iA otte \ os | 4 
2 / uf 
CC ~<X 2 ot Catt beat 8 
Z eS : f | 42 
Ate ives 2 ( Her. 
| . 16 
Ved : olde Le a 
5 f i aaneee 
F Wve eae os SOB bse ere € one i ae td p 20 
6 se - \ > / 
Let ofa ae | Fee ae ied 24 
¢ s| = i 
7 ; Oy S otanie aes zi am 
| ve . 2 j te. ow vte'end ) ¢ fre | 28 
8 AL t ae’ e f | 
eer(l <4 ven ceY ¢ ae 32 
| ' 
9 ' se i" Lon j 
j ¢ Cece Mf . _ ti (ens ¥¢ Dee | es <i 1. 938 { 
10 fj ; 4 | 
fav et ee hrne © ef eo PIGAUIS an ' 40 5 
3 Vol nvten | o a Le ae oo. Yabtett 


12 ‘ : | 7 ee 
| errno! f= ave ~2tell OrneReGe ee en. 


13 | Dy ae | 
CLACAKE j27tt Co ates I week, — | 
; fe f/\ 


| 
is | 
| 14 | ; ‘ | 
\ awe ail i Lafoes. | 
| 4 
15 | ee en + L£E tee | 
| AitetnY. Cee fee dea , Le € 4 | 
~~ ate» ek co ashe ae “eo 
| eto A eye fevrinccpeig 
9 | Akbormadd le 
ina c enseenied AC 
eee COC he gene | 
| 


21 wa € ifs aly \Béy. 





| ¢ 


Reeser os 2 lw 





Se kee See hk 


= 
| 
Time of Enciphering or i 2 Pe i 


(8)9206m /GHQP /200,000/11-46 | 


THS BRITISH L3OATION, 
Ali Ae gt hing Jl SqaiygheI st 

= Srd May, 1948, obs Ab f p>) 
Oe a 


(8/1014/48) - HUEA CLI wel tA/V-1E/ » by 


To the King's lost Exeellent Majesty, 203i lL) UJI Lo Sc 
ép Nmal 








I have the honour to CUS i 2) jis sl 


refer to your letter of the bts f_ivgol, gl TS ty! 
2nd of Mey end to inform you = NUL ics, 2 th 
that I have despstched the Gosia ks rate 
message to Mr. Bevin after | 5 p> Fi 
omitting the last sentence oY Go- Layete ae! 
in accordance with the desire © Viol, mets Sey Ce 


which Your Majesty expressed 
to me through the Prime 


Minister. 


ee oe ; 
I have the honour to be, ari ok yt s 


*‘pptin ted ASIN 8, 
Your Majesty's sincere friend. ~~ cS - 


Ged) A. S, KIRKBRIDE 


ASK/MH. 








Despatched 3.5.48 (17.15) Roevoiveck 
Ne. 282 of rd May, 1948, 










SECRET. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.282 


of May Srd repeated for information to ; 


Jerusalem No. 47 


Baghdad ~ Noe59 SAVING 

Beirut Noe65 SAVING , 
Cairo No.64 SAVING a ( 
. Damascus Noe59 SAVING / \ d 
' Jedde No.60 SAVING / IS U 
Belie le Oo Noe63 SAVING 








PALESTINE. Palestine telegra =e 
(your telegram No.297 to me)(of 2nd May 1948). 

1. ' My immediately following teYegram contains 

the text of a message addressed to you by King Abdullah. 
The original version contained a statement to the 
effect that the King was proceeding immediately 
to Jerusalem at thehead of a force in order to protect 
the Holy Places. I secured the cancellation of this 

art of message and frightened the King in the process 
but the fact that he should seriously contemplate 

it is symptomatic of the state of mind which he has 
reached. He is not going to Jerusalem now but 

I am doubtful whether some such precipitate action can 
montinue to be prevented in the face of the continued 
Jewish offensive. I took advantage of this incident 
to press the importence of. seciring a truce in Jerusalem 


2. Another / 


We. 27078, D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 


TELEGRAM. 





-2- 


2. Amother serious development which I have 

to deel with is the Prime Minister's feeling that he 
is being faced with the alternatives of participating 
in an act of folly or resigning. 


He will choose the latter course but. the 
result of his leaving office would be the removal 
of all control over the King other than my personal 
influence. 


Se A telegram to the High Commissioner was 
despatched containing the original statement about 
personal intervention before I knew about it. 

I suggest that it should be ignored. 


: F.0. please pass to Jerusalem as my 
telegram No.47,. 


ws ‘27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 






(3/1014/48) f TELEGRAM. 





Fromi—HeMe Minister, AMMAN To:— FeO. LONDON. 







(11.00) Reaetmeacx 
of Srd May, 1948. 





Despatched 3, 5.48. 











Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 285 
of May Srd repeated for information to ; 


Jerusalem Noe48 
Baghdad Noe60 SAVING 


Beirut No.66 SAVING 
Cairo Noe65 SAVING 
Damascus Noe60 SAVING 
Jedda -—~Noe61 SAVING 


ee No. 64 SAVING 


My telegrsem epee ee. 


The following is a translation of a message 
from King Abdullah which I have been asked to transmit 
to you telegraphicelly. 


BEGINS. At this moment the Jews are attacking 
Arab KATAMON in Jerusalem and the Royal Iraqi Consulate 
which is defended by a detachment of the arab Legion 
is also being attacked. 


I protest against this action before the end 
of the Mandate and while the High Commissioner is 
responsible for public security. 


I request that orders should be issued to His 
Britannic Majesty's forces to stop the attack and to 
return the attackers to their lines and I will act to 
prevent aggression by the Arabs. I await to know 
the result of my request. ENDS. 

F.0. please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram No.48. 


We. 27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sores 10/47, 











(s/1014/48) | / TELEGRAM. TT 


Fromi—HeMe Minister, AMMAN Tos— F.0. LONDON. 








of Grd May, 1948, 








MOST IMMEDIATE. - 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram ITo, 284 
of May Srd and Jerusalem No.49 repeated for 


informetion to : Ukdel New York No.26 
Baghdad No. 49 
Beirut No. 39 
Cairo Noe 54 
Damascus No.57 
Jedda- NOs 28 
BeMee Oo | n{ NOs 

PALESTINE... SN 
My telegram No.281 (of 2.5.48). 


Azzam has asked Lhet the truce commission in 
Jerusalem should be informed that the representatives 
of the Arab League are prepared to meet them at 
Jericho at any time appointed in order to discuss truce 
terms for Jerusalem 

He states that the Arabs will agree to an 
immediate cease fire in the whole of Jerusalem 
pending the negotiation of the truce. He hopes 
that it will be possible to get orders through to the 


local Arab commanders shortly. 
I shall be grateful if this message could 


be communicated to the Commission. 


Copy to:- S/1027/48. 









(w/t). | en w.sAours, L~ TELEGRAM. 


*° 
Cypher M/OTP (= | 2 
Code 


From:— ¥,M,.Minister,DAMASCUS, To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


> 


3/5/48 (11,52) Received 3/5/48 (14.45) 


of 2nd May, 1948, 


Despatched 






CONFIDENTIAL. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,.233 of May 2nd, 
Repeated for information Ceiro, Beghdad, Amman, Jedda, Beiru®, 
B.M.E.Oe, UKDEL New York, ; 

The Syrian Frim Minister told me this morning that he was 
leaving Tuesday for Riyadh for two day visit and would return 


via Baghdad, 
Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York as my telegram 


3306 
Cairo please pass to B.M.E,O. as my telegram 101, 


JST 


(PH/CIB/HA). 


W 4.27078. D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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(8/1014/48) eee: 1 , 


Cypher ! 


of Se Forvign Offices/,:— HeMe Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON. 


From :— Se 





Received 2¢5.48 (05.45) 





Despatched 1. 5. 48 





of SOth April, 1948. 







TOP SECRET. 


Addressed to Washington, Ukdel New York, 
Cairo, Beghdad, Jedda, Amman, Beirut, Damascus, 
Be Me ibe Oe 


Following sent to Jerusalem telegram No. 1750 
of April 30th. 


BEGINS. Your telegram No.1101 (incursion ?7)8 
omitted 


by strong (1) bodies of ermed forces of the Arab states. 


The problem hes been re-exsmined in the light 
of the decision conveyed to you in my tel No.1689. 
If the Commenders-in-Chief Mele have been instructed 
to use such naval, army and force reinforcements 
at their désposal in the IieH. to give effect to 
decision bearing in mind the consequences of any 
operations to this end are acceptable. 


It is recognised that in spite of these 
decisions it will not bepossible with availabje 
resources to guard the whole frontier of Palestine and 
to prevent the movement of any Arab forces across the 
frontier. Nevertheless we hope that with extra 
resources now available it will be possible for us 
to intervene more effectively than of late as has been 
done in the case of Jaffa. Any threat to our 
essential communications or to our positions 
at Haife and Jerusalem must of course be resisted 
with all the forces at our disposalam, The question 
of intervention in ther case where order. is 


disturbed / 
W.27078. D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 


TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

Code 

Clear 

From :— To :— 
Despatched Received 





-2- 


disturbed by forces from inside or outside Palestine 
will have to be decided according to the circumstances 
4p) of the case and the availability of resources. 

is not possible to give any close definition 


in advance. 


Strong representations are being made to the 
Arab states in support of this policy. 


W.27078, D1749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 


(w/T) 


(8/1014/48) LaAGLEGRAM. 


!'} } 

Cypher (ID/OTP) | 

2Gadex 

cn & (L 

From :— HeMe Ambassador, To:— HeMe Minister, AMMAN 
CAIRO. 










Despatched 3. 5.48 ( ll. 259 Received 3-5.48 ( ile 40) 


No. 50 of 2nd May, 1946. 











IMPORTRANT. 


SECRET. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 543, 
of May 2nd repeated to Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, ve 
Damascus, Jedda, Jerusalem, Washington, Ukdel, 


Your telegram No.588: Jerusalem Truce. 


The Minister for Foreign affairs willdo his (1) 
best in the sense desired (gr. omitted) while 
BUWAILING (1) the fact that as we are not so well 
placed in Jerusalem as at Jaffa to stop major fighting 
we prevent the Arabs from outside Palestine from 
helping us end their Palestine BRETHREN. (For 
general remarks of the Minister for "oreign Affairs 
occasioned by my representations in this connection 
and in connection with those instructed in your é 
telegram No.581 see my immediately following telegram). 


2. His Uxcellency expressed the hope that the 
terms of the truce would not be (1) humiliating 
to the Arabs. , f 


xce@ellency told me the Egyptian Government 
ated yesterday with the Arab Higher 
in the sense desired in your telegram 


Noe575 to me (1) . 
FO. please pass to Washington and Ukdel 


New York as my telegrams Nose23 and 16 respectively. 






W.27078. D749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 


(w/r) 


FILE N0,S/1014/48, _PELEGRAM. | - 


Cypher yD/orP 








133 


God j 


From :— §,0F S. F.0. LONDON. To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


2/5/48 (11.42) Received 2/5/48 (11,50) 
of 1st May, 1948, 


Despatched 
















Addressed to(1) B.M.E.0, telegram No.383 of May Ist. 


Repeated for information to Jerusalem), Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Baghdad, Jedda, Washington and UKDEL New York, 


Your telegram Nos U.20—— ~ 





You will now have seen the telegrams from Jerusalem 
reporting what has been done by. the British forces to restore 
the situation at Jaffa (e.g. Jerusalem telegram No.1191,). 
Please (pointed = Sic) out to AZZAM Pasha that we have clearly 
shown our intention of maintaining (gpeundec.) as long as we 
hold the mendate, 


2. The question of posting units of the Arab “egion at Jeffa 
to protect the city until Mey 15th therefore no longer arises, 


(9/035/iA). i oth 


W6.27078, D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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37 


Cypher M/OTP 

— f) 

Clear Qe 

From :— S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. 7,- H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Received 3/5/48 (U.45) 





Despatched 










3/5/48 (13.40) 


SECRET, 
Following received from Pelestine telegram No.122) of May 2nd. 


Addressed (1) to Cairo telegram No,89 of Mey 2nd, Demascus, 
Beirut(1), Beghdead, Ammen, Jedde and Washington - Beginse 


. I understend it was believed by many of those attending the 
recent discussion at Amman that the Felestine Mandate would end 
on May 5th and that our declaration that it would be relinquished 
no earlier than May 15th was merely a blind to cover the earlier 
withdrawel, I hope every opportunity will be taken to stress 
that Mey 15th is the true date explaining if necessary that even 
if we wished to we could not quite (? gpsomitted) sabotage 
United Nations efforts by leaving earlier, 


> 


eT 
(Pw/coB/HA). 


W.27078, D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 


(w/t) 







FILE NO,S/1014/1,8, _~ TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 4/OTP 
ode 





tear h 
From :— {,Ambassedor, BAGHD‘D, Jo:—HM,Minister, AMMAN, 


Received 3/5/48 (19,15) 





3/5/48 (18.55) 


of 3rd May, 19486 





Despatched 






SECRET, GIANT, : 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.473 of May 3rd, 


Repeated for informtion to B.M.E.0. Cairo, Ammn, Jedda, “eirut, 
Damascus, Washington and UKDEL New York, 


Your telegram No.585 to Cairo. 


All Government (gpeundec.? offices intended) were closed 
on Mey 2nd on the occasion of King Faisal's birthday, I was 
able, however, to see the Director General of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs end the senior member of the Regent's staff and 
take action in accordance with your instructions, They promised 
to inform the Minister for Foreign affairs and the Regent*at once, 


2. =%I repeated my representations to the Regent this morning 
he said that it was A7ZAM's intention to stay at Amman and not 
return to Cairo for the present; it should thks be easier to 
arrange suitable Arab representation in Jerusalem, He was very 
upset at the news which had reached him that the Iraq consulete 


had deen BLOWN(1) up yesterday. 


Foreign Office please pass to Washington *«nd UXDEL New York 
as my telegrams 31 end 15 respectively. 


a. 


(1m). 


W.27078. D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 


FILE NO.S/1014/48, _~TELEGRAM. 


Cypher rp/orp 


(jy! ) 


Goede he 
Clear Ky, 

Vue 
From :— 4,.M.Minister, BEIRUT, To :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 3/5/48 (19,12) Received 3/5/48 (19.15) 


of 3rd May, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.e321 of May 3rd, 
Repeated for informtion UKDEL New York, Weshington, B.M.E.Oc, 
Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda, Ammen and Damscus. 

CONFIDENTIAL, 

Your telegram No.299(1) alestine. 

Action taken. The Minister for Foreign Affairs agreed 
and commented that if the truce area could be extended to the 
whole of Palestine so much the bettere 

Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and Washington 
as my telegrams 18 and 17 respectively. 

Cairo please pass B.M.E.O, 2s my telegram 95, 


Me 


(1n1/Pr/HA). 


We.27078, D1749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 


(w/T) i . 





l/ nr 
Cypher (11/07) 72 (POC, ¢ th 
2Gocke L At 
go I 
(day, / 


it fe, 
From:— &. of Se Foreign Officels :-— ‘oud minfster, AIMIAN 


Despatched.3« 5.48 ( 16. 40) Received Se 5e 48 ( 18. 40) 


of Srd May, 1948. 





IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.596 of May 3rd 
and to Baghdad, Jedda, Amman, Beirut, Damascus. 


Repeated for information to Ukdel New York, 
Washington and BeMelie Os 


Jerusalem telegram Nos 8Sto Cairo. 


I assume that as a result of your recent 
representations #@ the Government to which you are 
accredited argéin no doubt about our determination 
to maintein the Mandate until 15th May repeate 
15th May (2. If you feel that there is any 
chance (? of omitted) uncertainty on this point 
please make the position absolutely clear. 


Ceiro pass BelielieOe 28 my telegram NoeS86, 


W£.27078. 01749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. é 
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v 
Slear tele on 
: jee 2 ul Lex 
From: = H.M.i. * BSIRUT. ie - FC OPSIon CF ICs. 


ito. 303 of 28 k.19k8. 


Repeated to Jeruse lem No. 48s 
BoM. Bs. 0.. Now 87 
Cairo No. 27 
Bagdad No. 22 
vemMa SC US NOs aa 
dedGa No. 22 
amman NOs 23. 


SAVING. 


NN 


HY, 


addressed ‘to Foreign Office telegram No. 503 of april 28th 
repeated for inDorms tion to Jerusslem ty BM.E.0, and 
Suving to Cairo, Fagded, Damascus, Jedae, Amman. 


Haifa: press reaction. 


Criticism of both the Sritish end of Areb leaders has 
been bitter. The =ritish are accused. of — 


(a) heving stopped treab reinforcements reaching HYaife, 

(b) having gone back on their’promise to remain 
responsible for Meifa until - ugust lst, 

(c) having kept the ‘trsbs but not the Jews in the dark 
as to their intention to evecuste, 

(d) not intervening to stop bloodshed. 


The British version of events and voarticularly statement 
that Arabs themselves by provocation were responsible for 
the situation has been bsdly received. Arab leaders on 
the other hand are accused of either being stupid or 
blindly led by others and sare reminded that in either case 
they huve lost prestige. 





Ze The anti-British tone has for past two days diminished 
in volume but not in'‘pitch. Latest comment centres more 
on (a) loss of faith of Arab peoples in their leaders, 


{uaa 





(b) the in€6ffectiveness of demonstretions, 


Tor 


immediate action b 


y Arab armies. 


Distribution:- 1. 


~ 
3 
~ne™ 





Saving copies. 





FIIE NO.S/10U4,/48, _- TELEGRAM. vad 


Fromi— H.M.Minister, “MUN, Toi—s.or S, FeO. LONDON, 


Despatched 4,5,48 (18,33 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.287 of th Mays 


Repeated to UKDEL New York No. 28 
Baghdad No. 51 
Beirut No. 4 
.Cairo No. 56 
Damascus No, 39 
Jeddah No, 30 
B.M.E.O. 
Jerusalem 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

PALESTINE, 





Your telegram No.596 (of 3rd May, 194.8) to Cairo, 

I have left no one in any doubt as to the date of the 
termination of the Mandate, There is still however suspicion 
that the withdrawal from Jerusalem will be made in such a way ag to 
enable the Jewish forces on the spot to seize the city. I «am 
countering this by emphasizing the importance of securing a lasting , 
truce over the whole of the municipal area of Jerusalem, 

Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and Jeddah as my 


telegrams Nos.23 and 30 respectively. 


(ASK/HU/HA). 


|_We 27078. 1749. 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 


(W/r)| FIRE NO.S/10U,/1,8, _- TELEGRAM. 





Fromi— 4H,M,Minister, ATUN, To:— S.OF 5. 


Despatched 4.5.49 (18,25) Received 


of 1th May, 1948 


F.0. 


ays) 


LONDON, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.286 of 4th May. = 


Repeated for information to UKDEL New York 
Baghdad 
Beirut 
Cairo 
Damascus 
Jeddeh 
B.M.E.O. 
RESTRICTED. Jerusalem 
PALESTINE, 


No. 27 
Noe 50 
No. 40 
No. 55 
No. 38 
No. 29 
No. 45 
No, 51 


The Ireqi troops have reached Mafreq where they will 


remein for the moment, Azzam went to Damascus this morning. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and Jeddeh 


as my telegrams Nos,27 and 29 respectively. 


(ASK/HA). 


Wh. 27078. D1749, 75m im 3 sores 10/47. 


(8/1014/48) chain ke 


Cypher (ID/OTP) g 


oud x 
Cheaexx 













From :—§. of Foreign Office To:—HeMe Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON 


Received 465-48 (11.25) 











Despatched 4,5,.48 (11.20) 
1948, 





No. 306 of 3rd May, 


DEDIP. 


IMMEDIATE. 
TOP SECRET. 





Addressed to Cairo telegram No.604 May ord 
Baghdad, Amman, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 
repeated for information to Ukdel New York, 
Washington, BeMeEeO-, Jerusalem. 


Jerusalem telegram No. 1228. 


For your own TOP SECRST information 
Commanders-in-Chief Me3. have asked for instructions 
about the use of air attack on a much larger scale 
than hitherto against formed bodies of Arabs entering 
Palestine from neighbouring states. Instructions 
have been sent in reply (1) that no repeat no action 
is to be taken against formed bodies or unformed grouns 
crossing the frontier unless they attack British 
positions or British communications or Jewish positions 
or settlements. In the case of attack on British 
positions or communications the local commanders 
will have the discretion to resist with all the means 
at their disposal including air reinforcements 
which are being sent in, In the case of (1) attacks 
on the Jews, intervention by British forces will be 
earried out on a similar scale to that employed 
recently e.:. in Jaffa. The decision to use the 
ReAeFe on @ wider scale against attackers would if 
possible be (1) referred to His Majesty's Government 


first. / 


W.27078, 01749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 


TELEGRAM. 








Despatched Received 


Only if this was impossible would the «cision be 
taken by the High Commissioner and General Officer 
Commanding who are instructed (1) to bear in mind 
the grave political consequences in the neighbouring 
countries. 


2. Air demonstrations over Palestine by night and 
day will in any case probably be arranged. 


3. Recent top .ecret but »eliable information 
suggests that the Arab states will not send in their 
regular forces as such before May 15th but will in a 
few days INFILTRATE members of their forces as 
volunteers with orders to avoid contact with the 
British and the Jews before May 15th but to establish 
themselves in Arab areas preparatory for operations 
on May 16th, If this intention is carried out 

it is hoped that the situation described above will 
‘not arise. 


4. You should of course not repeat not tell 

the Government to which you are accredited of the above 
instructions as this would be tantanotnt to an 
invitation to cross the frontiers but you should bring 
to the notice of the Government to which you are 
accredited the news of British reinfo.cements which 
havenow been published and inform them once more that 
these reinforcements which inelude considerable air 
striking power are being sent with the object of . 
enabling us to fulfil our responsibility for Palestine 
until May 15th and to take effective action ageinst 
anyone who creates disorder there. 


bhv 
Jriick |Py. ieee 


We.27078, DI749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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From :—S. of Foreign Office To:—HeMe Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON 


Received 465248 (11.25) 








Despatched 4.5.48 (11.20) 
No. 506 of 









ord May, 1948. 





DEDIP. 


IMMEDIATE. 
TOP SECRET. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.604 May ord 
Baghdad, Amman, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 
repeated for information to Ukdel New York, 
Washington, BeMeLeOc, Jerusalem. 


Jerusalem telegram No. 1228. 


For your own TOP SECRET information 
Comnanders-in-Chief Me have asked for instructions 
about the use of air attack on a much larger scale 
than hitherto against formed bodies of Arabs entering 
Palestine from neighbouring states. Instructions 
have been sent in reply (1) that no repeat no action 
is to be taken against formed bodies or unformed groups 
crossing the frontier unless they attack British 
positions or British communications or Jewish positions 
or settlements. In the case of attack on British 
positions or communications the local commanders 
will have the discretion to resist with all the means 
at their disposal including air reinforcements 
which are being sent in. In the case of (1) attacks 
on the Jews, intervention by British forces will be 
carried out on a similar scale to that employed 
recently ee. in Jaffa. The decision to use ‘the 
ReAele on @ wider scale against attackers would if 
possible be (1) referred to His Majesty's Government 


first. / 


We.27078, 01749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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From:i— 4H.M.Mimister, AQUAN. To:—g,.0F S. P.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 4/5/48 (18,40) 





Your telegrem No,301 (of 3rt May, 1948). 

Following are repetitions asked for. 

Paragraph 3 fifth sentence quote seriously prejudice the 
original end reasomeble plan of a campaign with which Transjordean 


started unquote. 
Paregreph 3(c) quote direct with the Jews in search 

unquote. 

(Hi/HA). 


We. 27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47, 
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From:— UelieAmbassador, BAGHDAD 7,, H.M.Minister, AMUN. 








Despatched 5/5/48 (20.50) Received 5/5/48 (21,05) 
No. 65 of 5th May, 1948, 





DMEDIATE, 


CONFIDENTIAL, 
Your telegram No.J2, 


Paragraph 2.(1) 
Please check «nd repeat from "these proposals" to the end, 


(HIM/HA). 


W.27078. D1749. 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 








PILE NO.S/10U,/1,8, TELEGRAM. 


/S?) 


Fromi— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—H,.M, Ambassador, BAGHDAD, 


Despatched 6/5/,8 (12.00 Recerved 
of 6th Mey, 1945e 





ae 


Following is repetition asked for in your telegram No.65, 


"These proposals end, in any case, whet you wished him 


to doe Please send instructions as to reply". 


(1m/iA). 


_WA 2071. DI7#, Tim In 3 sorn 10/0. 
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Fromt— H,M,Minister, ARAN, To:—Ss,oF Ss, F.O,. LONDON, 


Despatched 5/5/48. (20.38) 





Your telegrem No.3be (of 5th May, 1943). 
Following are repetitions asked for 
(1) Quote King Abdullah told me this morning Uncuote. 
(2) Quote what you wished him to do, Please send 
instructions ae to reply. 
Foreign Office pleae pass Unquote. 


(HI/HA). 


We. 27078. DI749. 75m tn 3 sores 10/47. 
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From :— 8.0F Se F.0, LONDON, To :—4.M.Minister, ALAN, 
Despatched 8/5/48 (10.15) Received 8/5/48 (10.20) 
No. 34,0 of 7th May, 18,8. 

DOMEDIATE. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 


Addressed to Ammen telegram No.340 of May 7th. 
Repeated for informtion to Washington, UKDEL New York, B.M.E.0. 


Mey 15th a Jewish state is proclaimed in pert 
and the Arab Legion becomes involved in war wi 


2. article & of the Act. (cpeundec, ? imposes intended) 


at peace with Her Majesty and in this Act. referred to as a 
friendly state". 


Weoed 


W¢.27078. D1749. 75m in 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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Code ate 


Despatched Received 





3. <A foreign state for the purpose of this act "includes eny 
foreign (gpeumdec. ? coumtry intended) Colony province or part of 
or people or any person or persons exercising or 
‘a ciclas elute af Cecbrinidh 4a tx ever ta fivelen 
country colony province or part of eny province or people", 


Hh 


he The 

could be held to apply either to a self proclaimed Jewish state 
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